
41ffif ?r.^irJL.,-Lrr l- }!) o

Ihe 1itt1e village of Cbenies lies on a hiliside firerlooking th.e beeutiful
va1ley of the river Chess.

Its histo:y is a long one. Ehe nane 0henies is thought to derive fron
Cheney; a faniiy of that narae were long the tords of ttre &Ianor.

I.n' 1525 John Russellmerried the heiress to the Cheney estate antl becarne

the villagers most aotable personality. flhe owner of a suall Dorset estate
and a gifted linguist he had the goori fortu::e to be presented to Henrlr V11,
vho sade him a gentleman usher - the first step to an earklom ane the great
Bedforct fortune. Uncer llenry YIll" John Russell became 1,ord Sigh Adrnlral of
England and he was Lord Prj.vy Seal during' tlie reigns of both Edward VL ancl

Queen R1ary. It is saiii that his portrait by H oLbein shows a marl who was

cautious, pruderrt anrj tboughtful. Ind.eecl, this would- aeed to be so if one

rished to d"ie in ones bed, as d.id John Russell, in the storny d.ays of the

$rdors.
John Russell loved tbe vi11age. He enlarged the nanor so tiLet he eoulii

entertain Eenry V111 and he expressed the sj.sh to be buried in the village
church. Eis ridolr arang'ed tb..j-s and built tJre Chapei in r&ich all the

fsubsequent Barls a::i ]r:kes have been buried up io tl.e llesect tirne.
At the sa=e tire that the !1ancr sas er:argec tle vJ-11age al-so grew end

beca:rre eonsiderably bigger than it is ioca;., th.^;ugl there are sti.:-l geveral

tirabe:r-framed. cottages datin3 frou ih.is ne:.i.od.

A later arid quite ciifferent personality, drose re:i-or:i is sti11 treasured
in the village rras the Rev. Lorri Wrj.cthB$fE'9i'. youneer son of ilre 6th. Duke

of Sedford. . He car:e to be Rector of chenies iu L829, when he sas 25 years
o1d and sta;,s6 u::tiI liis death in 1885. Althcu;c offered hig'h office in the
Church he refused to leave his v5.llage flock, Ia tbe dal.s 5*5rre tire sci:ool
was buil-t be *aught the viLla.ge childre::. to reaci and. srite in the Rectory kitehen
arid- it is recorded. that he refused to have a new caq,:et in h-is studyae the
nen nould. not like to wa11,; on i-L in their boots. th.e affection in ui:i.ch he rras

he}d is attestecl bir the love3".v illuminated add.ress, w'iflr its charming watercolour
scenes, whicir stili hangs in tl:e church. fl:is ad.d.ress was prese:rteri- to the
Bector by the viilagers to nark his 50 arnniversary as their priest. 0n each

side of the address ma;i be seen the signa'Lures of the d.oners- sairl to includ,e
the nhole viilage. It is interestin; i}:at rrone of tirese n&rltes are still to be

found either in tlie viilage or ihe surrouncl-Lng area.
It was d:ilst Lord ffrio"bhesie;.r w,as Sector that the school rras built. Enlarged

and node::nised. ii is stil-l in use today. It was at tH.s iine too, that the
Duke unriertook the mocie:.rlsat:on of the housing. lleny of ihe olcj- wood-franed
cottages we:.e replace<i wiih tbe brick-buiii houses
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rfaich are.-stilI a feature of the village and, brought up to date, are consid.ered.

desirabie homes.

Life in the viilage nust have continued with Iitt1e chrhge for many

d.ecades. fbe roen worked. on the estate farms and woocllards. Corn was ground

at Dodds 3,lil-l anci watercress 'ras 6rown in spring water near the Chess. Stre

larger hcuses in the &rea provlded work for both men and rroltten. the village
b-ecksnrith shoed horses and, repaired farn machine:r;-. Sread sas baked locaLly

end the necessities of L:fe ccujl be bought in tbe uiilage shops. With

nechanisati on, h,oriever, eame change. TOung people were forced to Seek

enployment in near-b;r torv"ns. Buses nrlr;: cars tor:it peoplc tc market so tho

1ocal shops c3.rosed, the last beirrg the Post 0fflce in
In 1954 the Dr:ke of Bedford soiri his Chenles estate in order to pay

death dutiesrbringing to a elose the Russell fanilyrs long ter:ure of the

estate. Eowever, the s;clit between lYobu::n & Chenj.es is not conpleto, the

family sti1l sbos an interest ia the affsirs of the vil.lage and it is
still in the Bedford Chapel in Chenies viiiage Church tirat the ihrkes are

laid to rest arnong tJ:ei-r ancestors. ,!.:a.ny are th.e tales stil-i toid in the

viliage of th.e ki-ndaess of iae:'-bers oi tLe lusseil farily.
Outrardly Chenies has alte:ed.1:.i;1e since ii beca:€ a Bo-€1 viila6:e

ia tire d.ays of ihe !f,h. -Ilukel a pleasant place tc visit, io walk in the 1ove1y

Cbiitern countryside, or to visit the church or aneieat Eanor hcuse of ::o';;r

fudor brick topped witb superb chimney stacks a::i set in beeutifrl garcens.
Nor ors'neil by 1,t.Co1. & j.lrs. I*e€ilend-I*e**h h{acl,eod-llatihews, the ilanor is
open to the publie on Wednesday & thu=sda-v afte::aor-,:is Curing' t;h.e su:imer.


