
L.{y School }ays " by Rose Jene li[aling.

I was bcrn in 19O7 in the village of Cbmies in Buc}:inshapshire where I have lived
up to the present tit:e. f was the elciest chilrl of a fanily of tweLve. fhe youbgest
wis born rhen f ras 15* years old.

At the tine of 'urej.r earriage ny uotiier was a eook houseriaicL and. u3i father vrorked
in the fLour r:ilI oo the side of the river Chess. Later be became a driver on
tractj.on eagines eoin. to far::s in tire district to thresh the com for the farmer$,
or so:ietirr:es b.e ::cr}:ed on a stear roiLer making up the roads. $h.en th.e engines
were r:oveC about a ran walked in front q"ith. a red flag to give warning, quite
laughable these Ca5;s wi:e:r Ee conpare the speed of i:resent day traffic; se could
always hear a car coein-- a 1on6: s;a.. off and often ran to look over the gate to
see one go bx.

I started to go to sccool ir iire village at the age of three. 0n the first day
f had a tray of su- a=d haa ti-, nal:e patterns or naybe it was letters w"itb noy

fingers. Lfy ccusir.;;i:o took ie to schooi wes moved that day to the next roos and
f cried for her.

ftrere were at one tli::e betseea fo:'ty and fi-fty ehildren in the school in three
classes, Iafe;rts taugh; by l1ss Iurtle, the l,.lidti.le Ciass by leliss Ilayaes and the
big ones by the iiea&raste: ll.r. J=es.

We did. not wear uaiforn bu; tte 5iris sore rd:ite starched pinafores rpltieh usually
had a friLl arouni the uctior- e.lii across tire shoulders. f hac. to ciiange to a
coloured one vhen f got hone. Bo;,s ssl. stron6 greir serge or cordu'oy knicker-
bockers nshlch were buttoaei just be1:; tr.e hee ar:d loirg socks with turnover
tops. they haC jerseys ar:i stiff wbjte eel,luLoid col-lars md stron6' black
Leather lace-up boots. G:r'ls lnore black s:ocHngs an<i boots dtich had buttons
up tbe sides. FIe had special butto:r =c:ks 'i,o co tliei:'. up. Boots always had to
be shining in the nornings.

A Bel1 hr:ng in a little turret on the roof a-d ii was rung by e long rope hanging
down inside. fhere vras alwa-vs a bit of colpetit:o- to get peniission to ring it.

We al.l had to ]ine up ou:tslcle ari rarch into school. *e started by sin,.in1: a hynn
and having a prayer. Sonetlmes the P.ector froe tlie cburcl: car.e to take tbat and
give us a short ta1k. 0n Sundays we haa Sunday School ia the classroom ancl
afterrrards wert up to the church for the first part of the serv'ice - anotlter claes
in the afterrroon too,

Our hair was norn in plaits tied with ribbons. I rer,.enber one girl who had fair
hair and" her plait$ canre d.own to her botiolri we were alwal,s envious of her. $he
w&s one o:i tl:e ehiLdreir. wi:o haCL to walk frorn $a*att Botton, about t* orites across
the moor and fielcls, others can:,e a'r:oui; the same d.istar:ce fron the Sheep houses at
1ittle Chalfont. The;,. al-ways broui;irt their d.inners r,,*ith ti:en.

ife had an hour a::d a ha].f fov dinner ar:ci as I loved just ac;:oss tbe road f ofte* had.
to peeL the potatoes for tlie fu;:ily wlien I 6ot hoiire, also do other jobs. I}i!:ed.
it best when I ha,l io ijCI up the village to the si:ops, especially uhen tlie srxr was
skining. trfe alwayrs had to go for milk befo:e breakfast, e:,ther h the Bedford Arms
or to theButchers, or if they were shoi:t of nilk we went io l"atiner. VIe had tin
milk cans rith lids and at l,atirner we got then: full ojl skinmed nilk for a penny
and there was usuelly a lot of froth on the top as it wae straighi frcii the
separater. Yer.3r greatl;,r d,aring we slrung the ca-ns rou:ld. without spil.ir:6' e-r.y,
alwa;,s, of course, half afraiil ti:.at we rdl;ht.

Ife had dri1l on }rlonday :nornings, if fine encu6'h in tl:Le i:le,yground ol on the grass.
Sonetimes in ver;,' hot werther we hai our lesson o::, the Green unrii,r::eatl:. a lovel;.-
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Irj-nre tree. I car re: ei:ber nor,- the s,iell of the blossoil anci the hum of the bees.
For nature l-essons se sonetkies went out to see the trees oi' florrers actually
growing and. bad. the se1als, petals, staurens, leaves anil tlre veins expla.lned to
usr then rrl:en ve got back to scl-rooi tre had to draw or paint then - these were ay
favourite -' essors.

lhe girls hai serir;: llessons and tre had. to be verii precise and oo very tiny
stiteires ar:.i. rcr- b.::itc::-lio1es w'.thout t;rking our eyes off t&e work once. Boys
were tar:ght garrier-in;, that was orce vsry essential in the cormtry where most
of our vegetables Be:e €icE:E..

Ihe caae Eas useC c3:ite freque::t13r, mostly on the palm of the hands but
someilnes i-f 'cle rastes Eas ver:,- &inoyed it mouLr' be aeross the legs as well.
If he self us i:,1- ra :i st*es rh.e:- he looked oYer our shoulder he woulti rap our
!:ruckf es v-th a ruler o: bcr: ou: ea!s. f say or:r but f dont t ever reaember it
happening to ee. !.:a:t:er 1r::isb:-e':t sas io stand in the corner o:' the room
with the hends be:.j.rc the back =s. souetimes we wouki see the culprit turrr
around anC grin o:' p-lk.

At one stage re h.aa -i3 use s-ztes a'ri. sl-ate percils fo:: l'rriting. I hated the
sound the;,rede aLsc il:: =.:se c-- c:aii: on il.e blackboard, it seemed to set my
teeth on edge. 0f cou:se i:e=e ;ere ac 3-'o peas tiren, we used pens with vood.en
handles and nibs ;.,-hiei ;eie a-';a;.-s ;e:;i=; c:'ossei a:id. affected ou:: writing.
It uas a.lwa;,'g n.ice io bave a clea: =e- bc-:: aci ten. T:ie inlrnells l,ere let into
holes in ihe desks, ti:e;. haa -=e i=;:-e: c:: c:casic:raJi.y, tbis was a colri job
as the tap vras outsice in ihe i:1e;,'=-:::e^a, :.: :-s: ras used for s'ater fo:: the
hearlmasterrs hcuse, as tile; d.-; =:; t=.;e'e::s ::r'ic::s, irof'was there rratcr laid on
to th.e toilets. Ibese se:e acr3s: i-; :-f:;-=:u=-, e=: consisiei of riood.en eeats
with a step in froni; anti a bucl:ei r;=:e--=a- *-::'. z -=- eas pai.il to enptjr iato
a hole dug in the garien. ?oi1et llaler r-d i.eEs:3troi c'-r..' la squares and hung up
on a loop of strirg.

?he classroons were heated b;'bu;e iro:- stc:res, b-t t:=;.'rev:: see:ec war:,. elough
in wiuter. tlhey had bi.g iron guarCs :.:u.n: -e- --* ::' a:;; c::l ci:en -o; ve:.y vet
on the way to schcol the;i rrere a-l-iosed ic L"na tre:: c:ats o. -uie ;rards to dr3r.
We often wore mittens to keep o'rir hanes a bi: ir'3r:. ,li:-c1a:r-. sere a real
liu:isanee on fingers alcl- toes.

Playtimos were nidway tirrough nornirg ard afte:rco- sess- 3r**e a.ii we played gai:es
lih,e tRir:.fl of F"osesr rPoor Jenly is awe:piagr tFar-e:s i.'- "-: s -enr, tflallfiovrersl
'In and out the windowr tSheep; sheep cone ho::-et "n,i.r oi co-;se g3ries vze r:ade up
oursehles. ltlon rve had skipping. Ir{arbles whrc:: re ca:i.ea iabbers playsfl nrth five
marbles, when we turned our coats insid-e our- io sii on ;i:e g=curo. ,,Ie wculd throw
one narble up d:ile pichin;. o:ie or r.ore up fror. t:e ;r:ir:.i, ihe;: catch tbe first
marble before it reached. tlre grou:rd.. Ihe girls had wccae:- }:cops bowled alonqi. uith
a stlek ar:rci" the bO;is had. iron hoops w-ith a skic h.o,:;k iu;'oi<ie ij.en. ,ilre clulC play
on the road-s in those dairo as there were fes cars. &e bo;s of course played
football, cricket an,.l J.eap frog and we a1L pla;-eo Eirie & Seek.

lte didnt have any hoilie $ork tc do bui we cfte:: p1a;rsc sciiocl in the evenings so
that probably helped r:s to learcl,

tbere was rro televisio:i. or radio, i:ut we had a granophone a:o- ve saus or danced, to
thatr also we haa tirLe to piay gar:res li}:e tsnakes & l,aciclersr rl,udor tDraughtsl
rRi.ngst fSpinnina,; Topsf tJigsawsr etc., ftrere was tj.ne too to learn to lenit and
sem md darn socks ar:i;, stockings. In the su-tiraer we heiped to weed a::d. water the
garden, also to ;o to th.e .r;oods to collect fallen twigs an<i g:..a11 branclies nhich
had to be broken or chopped up for fire lighting.
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On Snnd.ay evenings in the suunertine n;' Father woulci take us fo:c lorql* walks
thrc,ugh the fields ani wocJs so ii:at rre becaine fa::iiliar *,rith a1l the foofuaths
and re came ho:r-e with hands fuLl of flowers, there were many nore about then.
B1uebel1s, Horse Daisies, Buttercups, Canpions, I,Ieadowsweet, Prinroses, VioLets
and ra.ny others,

1ye ha6 no electricity, but tbere tas gas for a stove anrl lights dosnstairs
but we hacl canitLes to go to beC anc r;,- i:lother alrays had a snalL oil lurp on

the Landini: shelf so ti:at'Fe Eere :ot fr:-ghtened by the dark if re soke in
the night.

As the::e was alwaYs a babY aa':
a seek ttrat weni bY ti.-at f had'

home to help nv notber.

l:,ttie ones in our fa.lrily there ras scarcely
a fu.Ll tirne at school, as I had. to stay at

Ebe speeial days :rere nhe:: i:e lnslector ca^me to exa:qine our '*'ork ald we all
had to be there tberi. Te coct+: ca:-e soir:etimes and. the nurse to eranine our
hair; it was nciai=g unusual ic= soreone io have e note to take hone. Be

had our eyes testei- a:: also ou: te=fu. exanined., but evst so we got toothaehe
a lot.

Another special da;; vas Ertirela3 =tet we rarched rorat,i. the flag on a pole in
the playground anc sa::d B.p-'e srl.€s a::d tiien we had a half-day hoL1d.ay'

the average nurber of crilrire:: at sc--ooi Eas arourld 40 to 5o asy'ed irorr 5 to
14 , wiren we left sclooi for 3c::. i:e=e was an exa.it Trhich we c,:u1<i e.'rter to
pass for the Grari:ar schooL, out -; :a:e=ts cou:-d not afford. to keep us until
se lrere si;:tee:r so we d.id not;:c'in ior it.


