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Having often been asked to write down some of my memories o
lony ago, I have at lasst decided to do so.

I was born of working class parents in the villa.e of Chenies in
shamshire. My father at that time worked in the Flour Will
wnich stands on the side of the river Chess, but soon after he

s a driver of an agricultural engine for the iirm of
T.T. Boughton and travelled to the farms in the district around
to thresh the corn from the ricks, where it was stacked when

haryested from the fields.

Chenies was considered a mo.el villase having been mostly rebuilt

during the last century when Lord wWriothesley Russell wss the

nector 1870, bul that of course was before my time, in fact it was
st before my father was born.

The villa.e is surrounded by farms, in my younger days the Manor
& K¥ill Farms were run as one unit by Mr. Harry Boushton. The two
Green Street farms by Mir. Woods and the Mount Farm by Mr. Darvell,

ol P X ns 3 &
Home Close by Lir. Hughes.

orked full time keeping hedges and _rass verges cut and tidy,
also the Church Cemetry I h £

.

#+t that time the villaze was practically self supporting. e had
G 5Q5t Office and General ohore where No., 30 snd 31 till a@bout 1514
a Drapery Store, that is now the Post Cffice and antigue, a General

)

Store at Banner ~est, a Butchers, a Bakery, two ~ublic Houses (tne
Bedford and Red Lion). Then there was a Blackswiths Shop in Back
Lane, now the electiricity shed, a dheelwrishts (now No. 18). =&
Carrier who made weekly journey's to London, BMr., Kilby at 41 had
a “mallholding and kept & pony and trap, the cherry‘treés were a
great attraction at hay maiing times when sll the children arocund

would help him collect the hay and pile it into heaps ready to be
carted to the rick, we were usu2lly :iven a
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handful of cherries as reward. Ny eldest brother worked after

school for him cutting the wood ready for lighting the fires ang
ting in coal cleaning shoes and nelping to clean the stable,

i
Tor this he was paid the orincely sum of eight pence a week,

W€ were able to buy wmilk from Kr. Hughes who also £ept cows as well

4S5 lhe Butchers Shop.

slso from Nr, G.odso nat the Bedford arms snd we would go zlong
twice a day with tin cans with lids on to buy either fresh milk
or skimmed, the latter wus a can full for a penny.,

The Bedford also kept horse carri Léges and took veople to andfrom the
station, that being the only public transport as the buses only
started to run through from watford to Chesham about 1921

Ve had a grocers, drapers, cilman, a man with straw hats, the

i

muffin man, who cume x@uné with a tray of muffins on his hesad

Tinginyz his bell, these cape round regularly or Spasmotically
according to their trades,

Cine 7 ~ v I ranr
©HC ai80 emoloved - ounzer
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iae  Mill was worked Oy wr. Todd and every Cay e would see him
- ~ 3171 N 4 + m e s~ 3 -~ i -
come up the nill witn ais Whlte smock and white millers hat on to
. C e e o s s e st
60 1or his drink at the bedforg,

Mr. Howell the Blsac Cksmith would go also with a jug

to bring his
drink home, I can picture him now a large man wearings 4 leather
apron (a larpge and browny man wa. e, just &S tne poem says),

It was a favourite thing to go round to watch hinm shoeiny the

horses emg from where I lived on the green we could hear the ring zing

o

of his hammer on the iron,.

{f)

Chenies House was the home of Niss Russell she was a srall lady
I

ra

usual 1y weuring black and I 1 member ¥r. Kilby who had been her

butler coming into the school and telling us she had died, after
&
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er sady Blendiord livead ot Chenies House, she was s ve
ledy and much liked by us ally, apart from the fact that she used

to come visiting just at meal times would come while ve wers
L

havin. our widday meal and being family of us
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t if anyosne was 11l sae would send

ot

slways very convenient, b
soup or a cake or jelly. OUnce anen it had been s very hot
cummer I had run around withnout stockings and <id'nt want to
sear tuem wuen it turned cooler and the demrlady no.iced and I

. nted with three pairs of black stockings with coloured

.
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was pres

cbcks (embroioary) up vhe sides, green, red and blue. I'll never

forget chose stockings.

The Dowager Duckess adeline of Bedford 1iv~é at Vioodside House
and each yezr she present:d the chiildren of the villasze with
sr it was a red riding hood cloak

®

something at Chrimstmas one

.

veasr it was

ior ;ﬁe ”ixlg and a
boots for each child snd one yed

T
cannolb recall if every irl had one.

.e had a party in the Long Loom where wer a.ere jiven taese, Wy
chief memory of iLne jariles «re€ huving s orange and o large

burnl each ab Le came cub.

I rus'nt fo.zet € oilimore,

he watercress beds kept by Mru.
n
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usband wnen he had them.
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iver keeper Mr, King .1ives 1 the cottage at the corner ol

refully to € if ne
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he would say anylhling (O LS,
regarded with the
«r } e & ~ .
very much belo cdays standard with no taps
4 3o - sl N s | = o 23X & » ; . - s s -
incoors, the water wus carried in pails from a tap 1n the road,
¥ (A ~ATES T - et ~3nls 2 AR ~ - 2 s qge
we had a pump over Lne stone sipk wnich Zave us rain water wnen

there was any iLn the tanks o sells out in the back yards, no

draine from indoors so every Croy of water had to be carried out

&

to an oubtsive communal dra in.

:

In the nouse where I .Tew up the washing copper was in the corner
[ @4

of the room on the opposite sde to the door, imuiine 1ir you can

]

the sveam filiin., tae nouse when tne cloches were boiling, also
the smoke 1: tne iire did'nt draw .p sruperly .hen fed .1th w004
or coul, tuen there was the

>

5 - i P
flooded the floor with nov

1or. ol cu wateh the bucked
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tioped cdow
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Bath night meant the copper was 1lit gpain and a washin. bath in
front of the iire. Ve nad to 0 across the back rard to the
toilet which was inside a wood and cu-l shed, in the winter time
it was quite an expedition as the younger children would not go
on taeir own, so it meant li hting a candle in a vlass sided
lantern snd as the top would set hot we had to be careful not to
touch it,

a
+e had/very large gardensand everyone srew thelir own vegetables

and fruit, also attached to wmost chere wus a pigsty and we kept
pigs.. 4an clderly man from the village ¥r., Charley Reeson would

come when they were large enou«h to kill tnem, we would hide

indoors till cthe squealin. stopped, pigs slwavs squeal as soon as
Caey are gouched, +eén woula come Che straw fire and che carcass

s burnt to singe all hairs off. arts of the pigs were sold to
neigshbours and part «epst for home use. bvery part was used even the
intestines were cleaned out turned inside out and soaked for several
davs before usinz. The fat purts were rendered down to make lard

-

No onec seemed to zeep caickens (I
11

dont xnow if ¢ ere was a rule
were a resl 1

to us, we always had one for
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raster Day Breakfast and I nad one i
Finch Tane amersham Common, it was a lony walk so I uﬁaaily stopped

the night and sometimes from Friday until Sunday.

Cur school master was Mr. James or "Old Pommy" tc us out.ide school,
he and his wife were Welsh so we had plenty of singing. he Rector
¥ir. Lhann came on Konday mornings to :ive us SC“‘pthrP lessons and
liiss Gruce from the Drapers Chop came to Ceach us irls to sew snd
the boys were taught to parden,

we played games like sk kipping, Farmers~in~-the-Deby Poor Jennie and
‘;4
b

many pames that are ill carried on but one I never see now ls a

marble game called dabbers played with five marbles, we would sitc on

our spread out coats and each game had a n-ce like ones, twoers,

63
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chrees, long and short sprawl and cre eeps. Hoops, the .irls

#ooden ones with stic.s to bowl them slong and the bovs had iron

ones with a hook of iron to - uide thnem along.




would take our picnic teas and go on the

o
.

In (ne suummer holidays we
“latt or Lhe Common oL even ven.ure as fur so thne walks and amuse
ourselves by unving races or making daisy chains or hide and seek.
The o0ld osk tree on the Platt made a real grand house to play in.

inz to nistoric books I huve read tnis tree Jas set by Jueen
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“lizabeth I in 1570 and a hundred years azo wassaid to be decayed

inside and hollow enougsh for eight or ten oeuvple to shelter in,

st one time we had a resident District N

Lo everyone and as babies arrived very f

Also there were special Policemen and lauter o resl “olicemsan lived

for a time here. we used o see the cows and sheep o zhr
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tney were driven to dwatf.rd Market with the men

with them.

The ttuber carts would come . the hill in oairs lesving one lot at
the bottom so all the horses were used to null up the hill, then
taoey were taken back down Ior the next lozd.
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The coach came tarou;h to  endover twice a weex, tney chanys~d the

horses at the Bedicrd each s-y, e alwzse ran to see tiem, later
we would run to watch a ca: ccze ue ~e could hecr it a long way off.
Cne of my wmemo._ies of the begsinning ol the first Gar 5 seelin: some
0oL the farm horses vein , tuken away,

iinter evenings were spent plavin: l<e 'ings or snokes and

ladc S. w«len my Uncles calied in thney and m+ bad would cet the

e
melodiuns out and we would sing songs,

bhvery year my Dod would make a news rug from a sack, we w
clothnes up into strips about 6 inches by one =nd he Just pulled tnem

through with « c¢lip hook.

and the tin saucepan lids which were hun; flat on the wall, then we
would huave to t:ke the rubbish .o the pit at Clayopit
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ts, o)
it was bottomless and by the zmount of things thsat disappearsd in it

cnat could well be,
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we would go into the woods to collect fallen bits of branches and
s for r'ire lighting for this we had a truck made from a large
wooden bex zountedon pram wheels,

)

On summer junday evenings my father would take us for lons walks
through the woods and rields so we 20t to know 311 the footpaths.

In winter after Church I would 0 to a friends house and join with
ner family in singing nymns or at home where we all Jjoined in.

The Scouts anﬁ Girl Guides were started and were called Duchess
sdeludes QOwn and each girl had to work the snoulder flash in cross
stiteh,
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Then there was the Bund of Hope held in the upoer Lonw Yoom,
nand bell ringing, the caoir vractice and luter the club for the
lads, with a billiard table whic
installed and for which tney p«id & bit each tire they had a
until the 30 was paid, This table
n

i
the poscession of N.. L. ilathews who bouing

remember once we .ere dressed as geese with feathers stuck all

over the costumes, the slidin.: door in the school muse ideal
sCcreens for the stu.e and the little room at the back or dressin_
rerriot Troup san_ all the popular Songs, one wnich alwavs reminds
me o1 them is "let e 1 » turning", The school

o e
woul! be packed s ev veryone looked forwsrd to such events.

The Sunday School wssheld in the school as well wnd the parties
us ally held in summer time were at the ctory, it fine in the
garden i1 wet we .ere allowed in the Parish 7. -m

in the lofts over the sheds,

The w.I was started in 19 by lirs, Whshart and ¥rs, Stafford
Charles who lived at Woodside House after the Duchess had die

(The Girl Guides formed a8 guard of honour at her funeral)., My
T

mother e4s one of the first members and learnt to do fruit bottlin
canework and stools etc. SChe had always made Jam and had been =z
coock before marriage, they huad outing dma‘r&liiea in those days

too, I have photographs to srove it,
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Lrd Maclean gave a few of us some lessons in French speaking sand
e only fes words of ‘rench I ever learnt. fne made
lephone available for calls to the Loctor for anyone in

the village,
in 1926 my parents and family moved to the Mill House and my

-

ather once more worked tone ¥ill in the eveuings and on Saturdays
by now il was only used for sprindin

0
The house and the parden were very dirty and ne.lected and a sreat

deal oi work was put in by my nother, es;ecislly}:o make it
i T !
habitable.
Io was like stepping back in time as we hud to use 01l 1la.ps once
S T and a1l e 5 g Lt Ea “oy Yi.oF /
more anc all cookiny on a kitchen range (no £88). lhere was
€ sSink slso the wush house

3 i a
however a tap indoors and a drain from th
a5 outside with the copper, in fact there were two large coopers,

I have no idea why.

ometimes at nizht it would start

Ui

48 L said Dad worked the ¥ill and
1

1f and he would have to get up to stos it ags

;8!

brated the house, The prain was brouzat in very large carts with

i
seats high up in the air and unloasded to che too part of the will.
i} b & e

It was @ sad day for Dad when it was finally closedin 1933, he was
the last person to run it, and soon after he moved out of Chenies
o live Ior the first time in his life.

During the 1914~18 war tne schoo

and acoras for piy feed, Beecanuts to be sent to wooburn for goowing

into trees and Qlaeﬁb@fri&@ ror c¢oliectio T

was just ¥%lb for wnich I received one half penny. afte
1

mobuer said I .as more uselul st nome ae ping her.




