
Havini,; often been asked to w*'ite dsw$ some r:f, uny memorl"es og
long agor f have at i:rst decided to do Bor

r was bcrn of workln;; class par*nte i":r the v5-L1a.,e of chentes ln
Buckingh,imshlre. My father at that time workec ln the Flour Idt}l
'rthlch stands on the sl"d"e of the rlver Chees, but soon af,ter he
elcrked. as & drlver of an agrlculture] eagtne for the tirm of
T.T. Bought*n and travell*d to the farms ln the Clstrlct around
io ihresh the *orn" from the rlcks, where lt was stacled" when
hargest*d frcm tire f,ieLds"

Cheales wes coneid"ered a mo-ieI- vJ-llag,e having been mostly rsbuilt
duriag the lasl ce*tllry wh"en L,crd ?lriothesley l?ussell s/i:"s tbe
iiector 1&?O, but that of cou-rse was before $;y tj*reo itr fact *t 'trss
juet before my father was born.

The villa,,,e is srxrounded by I'arms, iu ruy y$unger daye the Scrsnor

& *iill irarme wers rum, as one u:nlt by Mr. Ilarry Bou,5hton. fne two
Sreen Street farme by b1r'. *''ioods and. the &ltount F*.ru by [1r, Darvell*
Home Close by tir. Ilug;hee.

Tlre ivbole est:ite "Jras until }-9r4 owned by tae ;ukers of Be,lford, "

they 1n Ettrtr kept a Batliff here aad about half a dozen nen who
p.'orked f'ri] ti-ne keeplnl: hed.ges aad _.rass ver[:es cut and bidy,
aiso ihe Chu-rch Cenetry. In the suxa&er thetvells in the yards of
the cottai'.es i';ere cleaaed ouu ready ior the winter ralns tCI f111
ttrem arl;ain.

,:t thrit tLme the vilia;,e was practically self supportlng, 'rte had
o:'ost Office and General $borre ',vbere lio. 1O i,nci 1l tili. about 1?:1+

a lJrspery $ter*, that is aat'/ f,he ?osi Cffice aad antlque* a {r*neral
$tore at iganner:"rest, a Butehere, a Bakery, two:.'ublle iLouses {rne
Bed.fo.rcl and iteil Llon). 'Iiren t;bere was a Blacksriiths $hop rr: Barck

Iane, now the elestr"iciL:y nhecl, a dibeel*righte (now lio, 18), r{

ilamier who made weekly journe.yrs to tondonr &i:." Hilby a* 41 had.

a i:jmallfioLdi"ng and kept & pony and trap o f,he cherry treee k?er* &

Sreat aeutracf j"on at l:ay cral.rJ-n15 ti-uee when all che chlLd-r*n arou-r.d.
v;oulcL help hlm col:.ect the h*y anct ptle it j-nto heapo re:r<l:r to be
c*rtcrl to t;Nre rle k, we were u$:slly -tiven e



handf ul 0f che*ies &s "-*.";:u.*; -lclest brorr:er worked. afre*school for hlm cuttlng Lhe i+ood ready for lightlag [he fires andgettl-ng in coar cleanlng shoes and" helping to ctrean the stabl*,for thls he wa{} pald the princely si.tm of e.tght pence a week*
r're were able to buy nj-l'k f,rom M.r. iiu;ihea who arso kept cows a$ ryel.3$ Lne .Outchere Sho;:.

,.1so from &ir:, 6.;od.soa r:rt the .tsed.for.d. Jrrm$ and fie would 6o alongtwice a day with ttn car* wlth lide oa to buy either fresh mtSkor skimmedr the labter vvas & cen fu,I for a penrxyr

Tire sedford' also kept horse earriages and" took peopre to andfrom tjheetati"on, that befng the only publtc hraasi,rort s.s the busee oalystarte<l tp ru* bi:raugh from wahford to cheshsm about trga,,
F'e had a grocers* d.ra:)ers, oirman, a m*r3 with strinly hats, *hemuffin man, who ca&e 

"o,.t.rrd, 
i,;itrr a bray of rnuffrns oa his treadrlnglng hls be11, these came :"ou:rd re6u1arly or spasnctlea).1yaccor.din6 to thelr traoes.

!,llss '-'aruer ran a li;ule busi*es; at her nouse on t,.e c]-r:rer byth.e green makia5 aal seriin,; baskets siie alsc en;lc,r.eo s_/cuaaerw ottr.d n t o ne }p cer.

The $di111 has worked by inr. todd and ever/ aaJr ..,€ *oula seeco*e up tbe ei-l1 wltn ais white smock an. shlte millers hatt:o for hls drink at the Bedf ort.
Mr' I{owel, the Blacksr,ith. wour.d. go also with a jug to briag hicdrink homer r can pieture him now a large man riearinS a leattrera'ron (a largie anel b-r'ownv man wao he, ;Jst .;;;;-;".* B&ys)"rt was a favouri-te bhing to so round to watch hiu shoelag the

Hff ffi"];.1_.|rff-ri.j:"*u on rhe sreea we coulc hear rhe rinsias

ohentes l{nuse wa$ bhe home of Miss Huese}r- she wi}E a smal1 lsrdyusual 1y wearind blucfi a*d r r,member &{r. Kllb,y who h*d b*en herbutler corning into ttre school and. teiling us sh.e ha* d*edr irfterher i,iidy Sland"i"orri ilvec *h cheriies 
'iouse, 

she wtus rj very dear]t;dy ancr musrr -Likecl by us ia)-l, apar.t from tbe f*ci th:rt sile u*ed.to eoBe visir-ing ju:;t ilt meal ijmes* ehe rv*u1,-1 come wnrle !,,e ii€f8havin.', our r-rid^riay meal aaei being u lar5e famlly of us i.t was*at

hln
on tc



Fase 3

,*lwayeveryccnvenient,br;tifan;r0newasi}].$-}€aouldsens
so;-l.D o.r a cake or.ielly' O::oe "vnerr it Lrad been a very hof

sl.Im:Der l had run around tci*hout suocklngs ancl rjj-dint ttilnf, to

i:;ear tire& '#rr€II it [urnecl cooler *nd uhe deffil]aty no;lced and I

vii-rs ?resenteri vriLh [h.ree pulrs of "n]a*k efiockin6u rvitrh co-louut.ed

cbcks(enbr-oidery}i.rpr,hesid.eslsree*,re<i;*ndb}ue.Il}}**ver
f or6et ;frose sU oc kings '

Ine iiowa6er $u*kess ri*elin* cf Bedford 11vg$ ':t 
'i*osd;j-de i{ou{ie

anc eech yerer she pl.esent,;d tire cltildren of the villa'5e with

:;orcethin& at c[rrjJstmas one,yelrr i-u w&s a red ridinS hocd e]osk

1.oi.;i:e..,i,t.}sundarecjerseyfortrrebu;s.j'ilother'fe:,r"Lts-t:1$
beiots fci, *;ioh chilcl an,l one yeirr I remember I niltl a dol} but

canrruL recnl-} lf eve-ry 'irl hao one'

rrs hact a ;:arty in ihe i,oag i'oou nhere

ei:-i*f n:*mory of Lrle ri'rLies trr€ ir:,viri5

bulr eirci't ;li .'.'e came *ut'

I.:usrnf;1.'o,',',€Nthers'atercreosbedslieptb'y!'1i''rsrlimoret
e5.)ecia}l.y .is I i*te;, mar.t.i. cl my husbu,nd- ,..:re.rr he hud |,hem.

rne iver l-..ee ler $lr, JLil:";,; " i.,', i^ in th* coitr*ge tlt ti:e cs ri-rer. *f

ilre ,';sJ.-l :rnd. is* would aLi';r;,ll; iuftk sr:ref ull'f l* se if ne rsiirii in

5i 'ht ,iLeI1 we rcent r,;eoc.j-n.-;' not trrat tie glau}.i rj&y :}n\,;hi:is ;- ..:sr

b*r, he and I;1r. Iriiic..; I,e.lt}r 1i:c.i:e il lwa 1* reg:ardeirl x 1"[h ffitjve by the

crii }dren.

?ire h,:u;jeSl.ere ver]i uuch belo,;. tcda.;5 staniiird v;iNh rro *ans

incaorsr the v;ate.r v;;s cali:ied, rn pa1l: l'IcEi a La.: in the r*ac1t

r/i€ haii A illi[tp OYer ltie StOne sink iviiiCh ii3ve LIS i:ain urilter'"'-4en

xtliji,e was any !n the tanks or re1ls out in the b;iCk /*rels, ss

clraing from irlds6-rs so evely c:rat of wiifer hacl to be r:i*r'i:i*c ouf

[* an outsi'rs *osifruna] <iralg'

In the nollie lvhere I . rew uil the wa*irin; eopper wbrs ln fiire corner

sl. ttie troom on tne oppci*iEe s]*e bo the cioor, ixi;:liine ii .you eaB

tnd sream f iI:ig, Iae ftouie ',r-hen the c]o;hes '''!er* hoi]in6' also

f hc nn,f ke l: i,rj.e ; il.e ,J.i* rnt rir'.rl'; "p it',iJel'Iy 'hen ied it:: 'i ooi

ot.c3i.lr t.re$ i;i'rt:r'* ie&s Li'l.tr ociri Iisr*s l"iren lC a']"1' b*rlrii OVeJ. aitd

ffrji)tieC Itre flc'.:r i,;.1-tlr iroi 5.]sa|)y t,l,'uL{:ru ],i:.i3 ajgo i:ap.l' rre<i il ?ne

.i oit,.jL, i,; uraLcir the buc&eCJ' Lini:er Iiie sink ffI''L ii ;Jt"l i e]l \nas

Y.'e:' ;€f€ ;irren i;3esg r a.Y

;t{1 Jra.o.be :rnci J large



Pu.ge 4

ti r:ed cot'/n.

Bath nigiri nean[ 1;tre coJper iv*i$ ]it a6ain anti ;l wasir5-n,- bath i;r
froaE or' uhe .t ire" dio lad. tCI c;o acr:.oss Lhe back ,,ard. i;,.: Ihs
tcj-let wh'leh' rva* in;iil* il wouel. anil cr;l- shedn in the wlnter ti-me
it iras quiLe &n expeiifion as fihe y$un$er cFri]ciren rqould" n*L So
on taeir ov',n, €i{r it meant }iohtin6 a candie in a g}ass sided.
lantern xari ai, the top woulcl $et hot we had. ho be eareful noL to
boueh lb.

ip
""€ h&d7'very 1ar6e ga.rdenr'aac everyone Srevi tireir own vegetables
.rnd frui"t, also attached to most uirere wfls a ptgety and we kept
i:igs. ,,rn L:}.ierl.y nan fron tire village blr. charle;r Beescn wourd
come uhen bhey,i.ere iarge eircugh tc kill f,nea, ile _i,ould hide
incoors ciIl uhe squealin,..;copped, !16':l,ra;.j sqlieal as soon gls
t'tey ife ucuc i:eti. .'l:en v.'cuI,i c ome bhe sbrax f i-re and i;he carcass
si€is burnt to singe alL hai.rs cff . arts of the ?igs ;.,e.r.e soki to
neilhbours ani pa-.:ri r.-e;:t t'.:r bone use. Iivery part $sas used- even the
intestlnes 'r?ere c leaneo cua c;inec, inside out anrl soaked -f or several
cia vs bef or'e rrsin35. 'Ilie f ai Jurts iiere -cen,j.ered do""r-n to make 1ard,
[ha; tvas good as bauter.

I'1'; onc seemed to ceep c,ricke:is (r dont .<noi; ir i,.
;lgai.nst it) so eggs 'iere a real ll:xury tc ESr !.re

i""ar;ter }ay Breakfest and r ;rad ene .,hen r visiied
Jiinc.h r,ane *mergham coroncn, ib *aa a 1on3 waik r-ie

f he ni;;ht anci ;soneilimes frorn linida.y until li.-"inday.

.

ere wag a rule
rrllra,ys had one fc;'
mF $randnr*Iher in
I usually ;*opped

$ur schOoI m*r*ter wr*s &iir. James oi','Old:fOnry,' fo us oUt.,.i*e sehool,
he an-L his; wife,.r,"ere irrel-sh so \re had plenly of siri;ing. ,,he ii.ecLor
lfr', Lhan::. eame on i'londey r;ioi*in6s io..iirre u5 scr.ipture 1*$*sns and
filfis ilr*ce from the ilriipers libclp sams to;each us riir]s tc sew *nd
the boyst wer€ t*lught to ga::rlen.

Ite played games l-ire skipping, Farmers*ln*the-Iebry poor Jennie an.d
&any i!4ifi:*s that are still ca.rried on but one I never se*.,nol'r ie E1

marbie s;ifr:e catled d.&bbere playeci rvith i'ive marbl*s, we i;ou iri si; on
our s}]r€ird cLI'tr cosb$ iind eetch $e&e had s. trlr::i-:€ .l-ike fi$esn bwocr$,
;lrrees' long and shcrt sp.rav;r anri cr*eps. iioops, Lhe ,.rr,1s i1scl
*-ooden oEes v;lth cLic,:u to br:r,vl t,r:em alongS anrr t:1e bo:rs irad lron
ones 'sith a hook of i;.on i;o .uiiie tneu *long,



F;eg;* 5

In uile sutirTer holidays t'{e wouLil take our picnie teas and Sa on bjre
;:1a[t cr the Corumon or aven ven',ure as i-ur i:.-. uire wea]kg and i]$r.].$e
eu.6elves by irr,Yinii }i{se$ or :naklnB daisy chrri-irs or trir:e *nti s*ek.
1.he old os& tres o$ fhe platt mude a real grae<i house to play l_n.
-.,ccc.::dinE to nistcric books I hl;ve read, tr"is sree..rit.j s*t by "jueenr.lizabeth I in 1STS;r,nu a hr_u:.d.rec ye;irs aE3 rv.ls;aic to be,Leceyed
insl*e and holloi? ereru5}:. i'cr e3"ght or ten _ie_.r,;ie tc.;nelter l&,

L
It La

i-n
one tlm.e we had Li resid.ent iiigtrlct l{urse ,,jrlo w.rs a

&verJrsl1e anei &s babieg i,irriv*r1 verJr fre.lue:i i i; Ene

.ire&t frj"enC
was kepb tlus.,',

"rils* tirere wsre r:,recia), i,olicemen and 1;,ter = :-ea1 ?olicemlrn Iive d
f",rr a tj.me i:ereo ri8 ,;;ed tc see the cos.,s anc sheen,ro :;tf,)il;ii:I:is
trtey""vere driven ts l'oat"il-rd fu,ark-et wiih rhe nen v;ali<lng oi. running
.';i-tir them.

The t,i;ri]:er
the trottom
InS.r \:;&F0

l,very yes"r my }:ci vuoulci make
cl0ihes Lip into stri;:*i *tiou;
t,:roudh *i []r * c]1p h*ok,

frp;v rug from a sackr s€ would^ e ub c1c
lnciles by o$e '*r],J lre jr"r*t puJ"),:r1 uaem

earts would come ,1!) the hill i-n,:aiir.s Je::vin.. orre lot at
s* n:i}} Elre horses i're.ce useci to c::il up the hi}1, ;hen

laken baek Coi';n r'cr the next lo-:c.

The c,;ricir came f,rr.fou, h Lc ea.-i,:.ver tirigg z -i.:ee:i, t:ev cnsn_;,-g the
hor'seri ai riie Eeojcrd e.icn .i'-1. e ai;.:;s ran tc see t,i€rn, J.ater
!'tg u''':trlci ru& to watch.r cizi'c.:c;g r.e cciil.d h:ir it a long itay 01f.

one of Ey ujerrio-ies cr the be;inninJ c:' Ene i'irst ,,,=r ,.,:rris seetn: so*e
oi tae iarn hor..;es ue in_- t.:K€.:l av;a:/.

":inUer 
everlin,5s ivere spent plel ;rin.- Sanes liae ;,in1,e or sn.;kes tand

lardaers' ;i:€n iny uncles cil]--r €<i in trey and !n,, ;;ad ,rjJlLi:r. i,e6 the
melr:diune out and we w*uld sind songs.

c1

6

liirtu.rday in*.rni-ngs u',,s had jobr: to qlo like pcllsf.rin,,: rh* *rpoons etc.
anci [h.e Iin si:iuoepan ]i.d.r rqnlcb v;ere h.rln$ fla* olr Lhe .,,;allu thea r,r.e

'soi:ld have to 1,,:Ke btre rubbish ;o the pj.t at clcryl:itr*, wo *.€r€ toldj'u ii,'as bcttcimJes* elnd by Lhe *ni:unL *.f trrings that dlsappe;:r-ri:{1 1n lt
t ria I c culci ;,,e ] i be ,

M



Page 5

ov.€ wculci go into i;he wooos to eo]lecu fallea bifs of
twig;s -t'or r'ire lignting for this '/re hacl a bnr:ck mau:e
wooden box aiiunterlon i)ram y;heeJs.
On sufiure.r ;-,unday eveninEs my faiher would take us
bhrcui3h the wood.s and {ields so we sot to knoiv al

Ia wlnuer after Church I would So to a
her family ia sing-,ing hymno or at hcme

branches and
from a large

f or lonr_l walks
L fihe footpaths.

l'rj.enos hcuse and joln with
vrhere we al] joined Lnn

Tlie ficouts and"'Gi.r1 Guldes iryere
iidel"i*eies Own'and. each 6irl had
stitc h"

Then there waF the B"rnd of Hope held in tire Lrpier Long iloom, thehand bell ri-nglng, uhe cnoir oractice and. liiter [he c]ub fcr the
1;a<1s o "*.rit h a billiard table wni.ch !r.r. staff ord cnaries [:;rij-nstaL-ied and flr rihj.ch i;iey -3,:is a bit each i;ime ;hey rud" & $effiei:ntil the "50 w;-s paic' T'.is table i-s s;ill usere but is u.o, lnthe |)QS":'e s;ion ol' tli.^. L- i'.ath;;vs '*'ho bou:-nI the ].-aacr Hr:use i*.nd theLon;; j:ioom.

Dur'in the r?r4-re i,ar *e h-,i ccncerts j-n the sehoal, uhese n,;ererun b,z J,:,r.s. l,-aelaen ,.rih.o liveL a, Rose Cc cta^,e nor+, Lh* & anse, f *renesrber once we ;,ere dressed as geese with feabhers stuck a]}over the costames, the siioin. doors 1a ihe schcal u];,{* iclealscreens for th* sta,-e anii the iitile room rt tne back.i"or crreesl,,. r._oo'Peffi'ot rroup Fiarl; a'I1 the popuiar son$B, one wnich alvJa.Is re;nj.nds&e ci' tiiem is "J,et tife -;re ^ t bi,, worl<i r<eep uu rnin,,,," ]lhe sci:.oolwcrri".j ire pac ked i;s everyCIne lcokc ct f or*or.d co such events.
?he {;unciay r.;choo} wi":sherLi in che schoor- as wer,.r.:,nJ ine eartiesus 'q-l"l"y irelct ln si]irruer time 'r/ere at the iiect.,r,r/, ir' flne i"n thegarden iir wet we ,ej,e a]Io,^;eij in Lhe parish r?:_36 (now a *arflse) andin the lofts over the sheds.

Tne i;*f weis etarted in 1g by h,rs" u,&shart an* f{r_s" Sta.ffordch*rlee who lived at,roodeide liouse after the -iluchess hr:d cli-ec"(The Girr cuio.es formect a guard of honour at her f ,nerar)" ffymother s4:s one of bhe first r:enbe:'s anrl ler:rnt tr: tjo frr-rlt botclil]g,,canewo'k an.d stoors etc. $ire had. alwa.gs macie jii* and hecl been acook before r'.,ar-f1.iri5e, they i:r,d outings dnd ra"].1-ies la thcse daystoo, I hcve phoLographa to Jrove {t.

starteci and tvere called."Duche*s
to work the shoulder flash in crcs$



f,):i,'n; ui\v

[']rJ ]iiacrean save a iew of'us some les*ons ia Freneh
fha! ic the ori].y fe*'u;ords of iireneg r ever )**rnt"
her teleirhsns svai_rable for calls to liae roctor i.or
uhe vi}La,_<e.

epeaklng nnd
;:lr'"e mad.g

e&yone irl

jn L9a6 my,ui.:re$t$ anii fa:::ily Eov._el to bhe &iill:ir:use and my
fu*ler os.ce elore worked. ti:e iviill- in Ehe eveuinds anC on $a*rmd,rym
by rrou',r iL wrts only used for srinciing corn lor aniliial feed.ing"
i.'i:e house aar.i !i:.e g-arden'ryere very dirt;r and ne.-lec[ed and" a lreat
deal -of work was pu[ in by my e.cth.er, es!iecia11.1 io make ib
habitable.

I: s'*r llke steppino
njore and a]1 cookins
hoiiever a tac ineloors
s.'a6 outside rvith the
I have no i-tlea wtry"

back in tlme as ne h.d.
o11 a kiieben range (ao
and a drain from bhe

eoppe-no l:l f,aet there

lo use oil 1a-pe once
gas). There wae

sink also the wasb house
',iletre two 1ar6e coirpergr

ris I said ilaei vro'k*d [he MlIl ano soeefiimes
;:.: by lbself and he would" i?*v€ ;o get up fo
vlbrai,ed the house, ll,he graj.a wae broug;rt
seats high up i"n the air and" ux^loaded to ;he

It rr/as $ rsaC day for rad. lvhen ic was fi,ally
fne I,a;st perso& to run it, and scon after he
l;o iive, f o-r. the first ti_me in his life.

at ni,1ht lb pouki iart
sb;:.r 1U againr &$ it
Ln very lar6e carts with
to,: part of' the &lill"

+lcseciin J.9530 h€ w&s

moveil 0u6 of eheolee

JJuring ttre I9l"+*18 ilar Lne echool ehildren collected. Fiorse CheetnuLs
al:Id ,reornr; for pig feed", Ileeci:nucs to be senL to froohurn.ror 6J.nin*intr: trees anrj. bluc;,iberrieg for colrection ior Jax makia6* Bri, plck
r&ri€i juel; l*U for wtrich r rec€ivcc. one half pennyo :irter bhst ley
nat.rer said .t ,,as fl,e.:".e usejuI eL i1o&e ilelping her.


