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tHH il*tiNTHSS #F. WAEt'fJXeK ? s AxffsH$ffisH$

Extrae t fror* &}te
tti{Sstary and t*potrraphy of tk:e iloumty mf, Br"aekimffh&m * 

rt #.J " Sheahan. 386e.

lr
The Almshouse uas erected near the vil)"age in L5O5, and consists of ten

distinct tenements of two rooms each, forming three sides of a square'
the building, which is two storeys in height, is in the tudor style' the

centre, and both ends prespnting ornamental gables, in each of uhicb is
an oriel rrindow.

The three gables are surmounted r*ith stone crosse6, and in the centre of
the palisading vhich oonnects the ends, is an ornamental doorway to the

area in front of the hospital."

The Countess of Harwick, daughter to the second EarI of, Bedfordt built
the almshouses in 1503 to house ten old peop).e. ?he pLaces were allocated
as foLlows:- 

chenies ."..Trro men and two women

kicotton
Under*ood {

Cuf f le:s ar:d
Northaw ( lierts

Six persoxls

In time, the old peopLe from Gloucestershire and Northaw and Cuffley did
not wish to be transported away from their homes, and sub-let their
pLaces in the almshouee many tines' 60 that by 18]O no less than 72 peopLe

were living there. Eventualty the Duke of Bedford pulled them down in
f88B to avoid further abu6e"

Ihe ground was subeequentLy used for alLotments, but has now reverted to a
meadow.

A group of tuo or three dwellings once stood on the corner of Greenstneet
next to the Almshouse site. They had a euecession of owners and were

finalLy purchased by the Duke of Bedford in L737. They were recorded in
the ?ithe Survey, but vere subsequently pulled down.
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M&p N#" 3

RffiA* Nfi" 59 " ,ryAH"S 
??$hep Wht tesr? n *WNER Hr * Adamm

p4.w 3&58 
"

SPIEIAL IEA?URES A rBedford' house dated on the outside e &"ffid wt th the
Bedford crest and cut-brick chimneys typical" of the
estate houses built in the time of Lord Wroithesley
Russel1.

Slightly larger than the pairs of cottagee built for
estate workers, this r^ras built for the farm bailiff of
the estate. [{e had his office herer as nel1 as living
quartersr and had about ten men working under him, to
check up on the property, and keep it in good order.
Farmers paid their rent to hin,but this uas brought to a
room in the Bedford Arms.

t}:re L755 map shows the site of this house to be a field
called Great Almshouse Fightle, so it appears that(Shep
idhitesz'was the first house on the site.

.\

P'l&fl 4S:*&'

ROAI) r,tO " 58 . K+ryq 
u'fihess' Crof&tr *isJ$Ilft ${r" Cooper

q+TE 3907

$PfrtEAI- FHA?$frE,S A rBedfardt house r date d , kri th Bedf*rd e res & u e.nd trHt*
brick chimneys. Like No. 1, thio is larger than the
remaining estate cottages of this period.

It was built as the village bake house, aird stiLl retains
one of the origiaal ovens'inside. Garages and a new wing
have been added.

l-lr. ALfred SaLnon was the last baker, who lived here fron
the time it wae bui1t, until 1972. IIe served teas in
Bumlner in the front roon of the houser arrd in the garden.
?he bread and jam were home-made, and he grew lettuces,
and had hie ovn egge. Delivery of bread was by pony and
trap.

The Bakery closed about 1945.

This house replaced one Listed in the l?35 errvey aa a
timber framed farmhouse aad outbuildings" By the 19th
century it had been divided into two or three dwellings,
one inhabited by a baker, Hr. A,ustin.

In l?35 J.osiah Simpson was the tenant, and it had been in
fhe Cheyni Manor since the 15th century. OriginalS-y
call"ed ldyburns,' and then Gracef s Farn. fhere are some
photos of the ol"d faruhouse in the viJ"lage.

l
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One of the viLlage ponds" fhe others are in field 11O opposite the oLd

Rectory, and at the cross roads, opposite CLaypit Cottages. This was

originall-y much larger, and horses eould nal.k into i.t, and drink.

:*"r\,

\*_

r-gAF NC 
"

n

HSA* ii-dr4BtRs 8, 9 , Le - 11" C"dHER

DA{E Four Bedford Cottages dated t86?'

Originally build for estate workers' now lived ir by:-

8

10 tom Jones, t*orking for the waterworks"

g

11

SPECIAL FEATURES Cut-brick chimneys.

Bedf,ord rBt, coronet and date.

Most of the Bedford estate cottages of this period were built
in pai.rs. ?!ris is one of the exceptions. [hey were the

last estate workeret cottages to be bu1lt on the estatel and

replaced a Sroup of tinber framed tenement buildings shown on

the l?35 map" Until 1555 they were part of the Well"rs family
property" From them it passed via mariage to ttre Wyatts

and then to the Simpsons. the Duke of Bedford acquired it
piecemeaL between 18)3 ana L835.
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RC-q* $* " e

Lqjt},ilt$ ANS SAYHS
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*f #H-*{VHSTq#FIffS

NAME trThe OI.d RectorytJ (Now a private house, OI{NER Mr. Hood.

This is nnentioned in the 17]5 survey (e"n.O.) as being "The
new bri.ck-built house"" fhe stable alrd eoaeh house also
date from this time. the right hand side of the house has

' been refaced or added later. Previous to thie an older semi-
detached building etood on or near the sitel and was owned
and lived in by the We11s famiLy from 14OO - 15JO's.
They were farners, and f,armed the adjacent 1and. (Land no,r
glebe was only acquired for the church muctr Later.) In
1699 Thomas llobbsn the blacksmith, lived here. During
most of its history it was caIled the ItWhite Eouserr. In
t84f tle resident vas partner in the ownership of the
Ironworks, but by L8)t in the ownerstrtp of the 6hur.sh, and
'the ctrate Jeeeph l,latthews lived .there. Reginhld Shann
(Rector LB85 - 1920) lived there nhen he was curate, and
presumab)-y stayed on rtrhen he became Rector.

Lipscombe r*riting in or before 184? ea1ls this building 'the
modern rectoryr, so this suggests the date of transference
to the church as betueen 1841 and 1847, and aLso that posri-
ible additiono or aLterations were made about this time"
So3-d by the church when the neu rectory wae completed in
1"968. ftre Scouts and Guides used to neet in the end room.

SLate roof; sash nindowsl symmetrical design, but an extra
bay added later to the l"eft-hand l"ower window" Fields
Nos. 11] and 114 adjoining house are still gLebe land.

!$$! rtThe Baptist Chapelr' Present minister, Rev" J. R. Barry
Kempson

Chenies Baptist Church was first formed in 176O as an
independent church, and continues independent in its
government to this day. For nearly lt years meetings rrere
heLd in a srna1l room 

-in the village, until in 1775 !lr.
William Davis, steward to the Duke of Bedford inherited the
land from his father, [Ie subsequently resigned his office
with the Duke, helped to build the chapel, and gave the land
and the ministerrs house to the church. (Ttiis was the
William Davis who eonverted the Armoury of the Manor into
tenements, unbeknown to the Duke, who nas resident at Woburn.
He was apparently not found out for 25 years, but had to
reinstate the Manor at his ovn expense.) Tbe Land never
formed part of the Hanor holding. Sheahan writing in 1852
says ftthe Baptist Chapel......i6 a good brick edifice to
rshich a Sunday SchooL is attachedtr.

, 6{*
,A
\-drr

sAtrH 3??&

,SPECIAL I'trAtURES SLate roof; symmetrical design - quite unlike later
Victorian chapels" Arched windorie with brickrrork.

The following names which are of historical interest, and
are found in the records as far back as the L6th century
appear on the Chape} gravestonesr-

Puddifoot 1894
Beeson 1899 (several of this nane)
Hidman
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Fi4P-SQi -.6.

ROAS tr{S.
ry#D

*ATE

NAI'6 ',The Mansetr O}lNfE ?he Baptist Church. S^SIB Re''
Barry KemPson

At least before L??5. John Davis bought both these

cottages in 1746, pI-us the land on which the Chapel now

standi. Eis $on wiLliam, gave thi,s l-aad for the ChapeJ""

He l-ived in No. 6 hinself, I'where he spent the rest of
his daysrr. Notd No. 5 is the ninisterrs house'

FEATLTRES ?ire ci teh *f the r##f mhows

te hed , but if *" e $-m Pre 3??5 the s1ate
that tltis w&.s nct

rosf ffixtlst kaave

cr$,9*xm}}Y b'L* ""
tha
be en & tre rlr eerSy #33& e

Sorne e f the vurindawm f,ae ing the rffffi'd' !:arre been

f rom the CIriginal n e.md the ttawm*ngtt cbvieusly
altered
added later.

"\

IL*AD Nq.

DATE

F4eF Ftr*" 7

NAI,{E rtKingscoter Otll{ER trlrs. t{alia (Uotas a key to the Cbape1)

As No. 5 above' or possibly older' According to olcl

records this house was given to the Baptist Church by

Willia:n Davis for a Ministerrs house"

SPECIAL fEAfl,EES As for No" 6, the roof was obviously never thatched'

The windoua are sruch better proportioned than No' 6'
and are probably ine originals. The centre one upstairs
is bLockld, and if this ie windou tax, the blocking would

have redueed the number of windows below the 1O-19 on

whieh a rsupertaxf of 4/- was inposed. (Window taxing

was started in 1595, and finaIl-y repealed in f85O')

/



i-1dl# ffi*. &

fi#AJ} Fifr q?
1r{r 3 _g { ryrySE ffkee Hed LfCIm Xnn *t-,rffi_HR$ Emd ffCIope r"$qrH"Fsqq

**ffi Fost z?55

frcnting the rmad fs
&ffi older urim,g. I t"

to the r*ado Xt is posstble
rr$.ng w&s bu*"lt i.n the *rig*na}
w}.:*ch mti33 persists in flr*nt 0

the older wing l.ies back from the road, xarked (a) in
the photograph now a private house. It is owned by
Anne and Jean Ftackie, and. is attached, but obviousLy
oLder than the present Red Lion, probably dating back
to before L735, as a building is marked here on the survey
of that date. It was a general store before being .

converted i'lto a private house in the 20th century,
clooing about Lg32" ft ras run by Clara Kentish and her
mother, and kept groceriea, haberdashery, oil for 1anps,

Tlie fied Lion is one of the few buildings which yaa never
part of the Cheyne or RuBseIl Hanor.

-It w&s a meeting p}"aee for the froya3 &ncient Order *f
ffiuffaSoes 

"

At the begi.nnirg of the 20th century, Mr" WestelJ., the
landlord ran a station pony trap to fetch his visitors.
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F1AF N0 - g.

BOAD I{g. ' - -,';.. HAXE ACa'&tsn eo*aiee'I. e.'54.
DAIE Apparently post L?35, since no buiLding ie shorn here at that date.

S}ECIAL fEATBRES ?ied Cottag€Er both occupiers worked for Inil Coope. At
preeent occupied b;r:_

54. Hre. Biggs.

Il?u. are the ouly buildings.apart fron the church, whereflint has been used ae a-xall.ing material - ver5r
unobtrusivel.y, flanking the large chianey. There is a
brickwork pattern, typical of Bucko. buildings just under
the eaves knowa ^as dentilation.
Since 

-this 
photograpb, the eottages have been combined, aad

one of the front doors c3.osed up.

L\ rr4r lqq. }q.
RGAD NC. 53"

#

*liryS$ Fdrs * flhames

fiiis house showa on the left hand side of this photol.and
also on the extreme right hand side of the one ielow.
In style it could well be late 18th century, or even
early l"gth, with its sash r,rin<iows, symmetrica} d.esign,
slate roof.

Mr. Fred Smith, carter at Greenstreet Farm, moved in here
on his marriage in 1932. It then had an outside toilet,
and stairs down to the oellars" It was the hone of BiIL
and later Daniel Brown, carriers for the village.

s4ffig

^qFfffT flT tr^rtr'neJ& s-r\, .L Jft f-I i ii J1 TT i T}TT q
I. TJ I LAJ 

'J

S4F EQ' 11"

fqoAs ffiQ: _5S. 51.

SPHCSAI Fffi&TUEHS

I-IAP tr{O 
"

3A

R#AS NG" qp

ei{}"tHRs 5A 2

5G

53 Fgrs . SF:r*. ev'e

*ne sf the nrerlr eer3y houses *

perhepffi *erli*F*

Wq,gggE$g F{fsm $al"e
Ycm *arve}3

,lt least l?th c*mtury?

The Centre house,i.is a scheduled building, and although
much al-tered, has the original timber frime. TJine t?j5
Survey has sited here rra building of J tenementsri belong_
ing to CharLes Reedn and including turnersr shops, stabie
and a yard" fhere is sti1l a mark on one of the floors
nhere wheels r*ere laid, so presumably this iacluded a
wbeelwright. ?he house aLso has a baking oven in the
basement, end part of it is thought to be the site of the
Snan Ina. Cellars extend under the house at the back of
No. !J", but the 773j .map is very vague about this &re&.
It is reputed to be the old Ship Inn" A poacher lived
in a cottage a! the back (possibly 51).

fhis t.,as tflhe PLought, Inn. ObviousJ.y not so old as No.lL.
It was open as an Inn in 185O.

S&W 18th c*ffi&ffirlr

t



N*. 3AA NCIt numhened* hut the old Pos& *ff*ce $.w marked P*0*

frtfi
.[r \l a a) In 1960's a post.office and aati$ue*t*i1'""rTov closed'

u) oro butcherrs shop' Present 
"u"o*i$*"liXiui""n

NA!,IE c) ,tltrome closert. Gtn Mrs" Buek

DATE 19th Century. Probably one of the early Bedford housesl although not

-- marked as sucho

SPECIAL FEATURES Home Close wag the home of the butcher Mr' Hughes' who

"t-""a'it'" 
tf'op i" tft* early 2oth century' Bef,ore him ic'

the late Lgth century Hr' Wal"Lington was the butcher'

Hr. Hughes ran a farm in conjun"Iiot' uj'th the shop' and the

farm is still carried on' In addition to build'ings behind

the house trr"t"-aru barns in fields nos' 116 and LL9 oppo-

site. There hlas a herd of dai'ry Shorthorns' and they

served the village wtth milk" bltu bt't"htrsst66 one of the

).ast shops in ctrlnies" The house does not appear to have

replaced an earlier building" There are none reconded

here in L7r5"

F'iAp H*. k3,
€r-.---qBEsF

c t+g
ryg{Er

??pteld *ottage?t gbJryf* F4r. Mackie

gsqq Lef t*-ha&d e o ttage x&&= n ri$ht*Itand 3&{+6 "

*gprE4F, . F',H4rqlwg A tBedfordt cottage, possibly originally twor with cut-

brick chimneys. 
-Outluitdings behind' These 19th

century cottages repl-sced an earlier bui'].ding' described

as a rrnew brick t o,ru"i in L?39, with a timber and thatch

woodhouse. One of the few occasions where thatcb is

mentioned as a roofing material'

At that time Jeremiah Puddefoots apparentl;r owned the

land, and his tenant, john Shrinpion' paid fll"5s'Od'

rent Per anrrulllc

r 
- 

!L-

Poseibly this buiLding uas pulled doun chen the Dulre of

;;;il-""q"i"*a it, ittrerriee it vould seem rather sooa

. for it to have J"t"iiotated' It was used as an Inf,aats

$chool in the Late .L9tb eeatury aad !{r' Fred Smithrs

*tuuo attenaea between..I855 aad lq?o'-. 3: clriLdrea

;il; i"-"-"u*a at tlie .1icei.?o* denolished' rt va'e

qfqo o** of th,e Poet Office sitee'

i'
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. F'reyhsurser

!*c* \-

Fpffi" q$f. He*"fcrd Arms *

S$ry #*tir Cent*;ry { **py *f &H *3*er mt;n3e }

sF' #;ektr#YsFfi
Tleis bui"l*tng

S4P*.ffi:-15.

Beffffi 1sA9

,? :ll:rl :r- ,1 i' I'I. ', i-iT T lr-' q
&, .8. , ^;\J . i.. .l-r.i-j I .i*l ,11 ,L i; .'- 'r-.r lJ

H*.}O Bras *rrce the village
the psst b*x Has built iat*

Yhimfule InRo Froprie t*r t-{r

post eff,ice, aad the nrark stitrl shows where

tlge wall, on the left ?rand stde sf ths

g*.v*m the ir*prems**n * f &. mnx*kr *}d-*r origitl * axr* ffi*fi:e
of the outbuildinga pre-date the house. This ia a mixture of etyl"es'
- roofs bott tlle aad alate, rlndore upetaire, eaoenent, au{ do$aetairsr'
sash. A firo dertroyed part of thc upper etorey in" 1972, vhLch
accounts for tbe ehange in col"ours of tbe roof tiles. fhe eite vae
previoueLy oecu;ried by a far*houee, faraed successively by the fsntLieo

. , of Hardiagn $hepherd, erd hrddePbaLt' fhe PuditepbaLts sers the teaant
farners in 1?55n provioue to tbie the f,ann Yas caLled fshepherds Farar.
It had.been part of the original Cheyne tta.nor'- Did not becone the
EBedford 

^l,rmgtt urtiL L8a0-3o. Is the earJ.y Z0th Cerltury it supplied
miLk to t'he vlllage (Hr' Ooodeon uas the landlord). Roohe ver'e a3-naye

rea'erved for the Duke of Eedfordrs grleste in the fishing aeaeoa t*hes

they rent dovs to the miLl etrean on the Chess. flre Berkeley Coaeb

dravn by four horeeE stopped at the ilBedf'ord$ on ite rqy fron Cro:Oey

and Rickmen$rorth to Amersha.nj Sha eingle storey bnil'ding at the
side ueed to be the stablee end cori,ch'house rhere there rere broughansl
vlctoriae aad raggonettee. the old tap room (aors tbe *arte roos) nsed

to be frequeated hy the caeua} Labeurers ryho coqld not go houe to lusch.
They couLd cook their food ou the fire; cn ret tlaye at barveet time they
congregated ln the tap roon ae there uae nonhere elee to go out of the
rain. As easua,L labourere were often paid dally they rould eek for a
sub, beeauee those uho speat all their p*y tUe eveaiag before at the
Bedford.lrss vouLct have nothirlg on the ret ddys f,or food or drink.

lrlJ

l'iO

.3fr cecupied by 1.1r. .Benbpon of the Bed.ford Armsn

.jL ouned by ttrs.A.l1en.

front d.oor. Tlie poet offiee va.a run by tbe l{ieeee Glenisterer uho

aleo had a littIe shop and eoLd dreee }engtha. fhey aI-eq.sel"d sveots'
soft ilriakla and eome grooeriee aad haberdaehery. iliss GLaaister uhe

ran it of,ien did not g6t up very e*rly in the nornSng aad ou euch

oceasions the maid vouLd serYe the shiLdren with et*eets on the vay
to eehool then they reeetv.+d vory good ueight - she wouLd tip up tbe

Jar to fill, the bag - a good fartbiagauorth of rtdolly nixturesfr!
.Later it trae taken over by three aisters by the name of Qracer qnd

closed ia 19L0, whea the poet office noved to the houee near Hose

C1ose.

fhie is an early pair of Bedford eottages, date{, but not with creet
or cr.rt-brick chimneys.
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H*AS NS*s AS & Ag. AS s.Wgq by ffir. #ackrtr&H* eS ryffgg 'wHi"

DAffl Fre-record house therefore at least I+10 years old"
ffitast John Cheyne.

", ;),ir*r -t- 
R T tra-I! i, TtI I -":)tr' (:

i.ri aitv j-itl-i l' ri.l"i -L \J LLLJ*,J

t*waym r Qqggq lir " F**ktcr:

#*uld date beek t*

the.breakero yarde for building"houses. She tinbere la
ttrchiteva;rgn are f,airly c].oeel suggeetiag a coastruction date
before timber gtrolr scarce. Probably early 16th centwy.

The receat additiou to No. 29 vae uade about I yeare ago (L96?)

The trlorches &re obviouely more trecenf, qdditiono, and aLso the cut-
briek chluaeyon which are baLaneed incongruousLy on. the top of
mueb^ oLder etackeo and are much too higli la proportion to the house.
fhey rere probably added by the Duke of Bedford. to uark them aa
his property.

ldhiteuays vas reputed to have beea a pub at oae tiden and hetl a
bar inside. It was traditionaLLy the home of the blackemith
and John Beeson uas the enith in L80a. Hr. flouell (or OuL?)

ryae the Last to nork bere. He uae ehoeiug borees up til"} _tbe
1920rs'and his forge rae the buildins bekind, Dou aa eXect$icity
eub eta.tion (eee lrhoto sverleaf). Ee aleo.doubLed as the
gravedigger.

No. 29 wae tbe home of a blind basket aaker Polly Palmer, at
the beginning of the 20th eentury. She bad her baskets hangiag
or.ltside to dispS-ay for sale.

The cottagea vere part .of the CheSrae ltanor before L533. Ia
17]5 the teaaats vere Thonas PLuckroee and Ttromas Ma.yo.

BA0I( I.@ ThSs photograph ebove the rciad Leadi:ng to Hountwood Sarm knorn
- - ''- -'E6 

Sd.ck tane, besi{e rt!{hitevaystf. The oLd snithy ic sE the
right (see photo overleaf) and 3eciford Istate Ccl"tagee numbers

25-"? on the 1eft. ?hese are clated 1'349. i morien20th
century bungalow tias been buil-t fu:'tlier up the lane on the
Left hand side called Pinders Lodge. Owner(occupier) Hr.
Lightbody;

z''*'r

Ti"mk:*r effi* brick *{r}:fftrt"nc ti*m } pr#hah}y erigin.t}"}y tiam,t*}: bv
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-!\i+ii,r.1.--e
,lllse tx"i**" ty ffiub*sta ti an

DATE 19th eemtury

SPECIAI TH&Tffffi$

Lying behj-nd Whiteways on the right hand eide of Back Lane.

---mIc rea tbe old Snithy of the village. ' It is marked ao auch oa the
18?8 6tr napr the on3"y other emithy tn tle parish to be marked ras at
DeIl Earm;.tb3 one at fhe OL.d Hectory, probably ceasing EhCu th€
Uyatt family di.ed out.. John Beewn yas the Smith ia 1808. . Laet
ueed as a snitby in the earLy e0th century. l,tr. Horell wee the lsst
blacksmith, and he coabiaed the Job rith that of Eexton. Thought to
have closed about 192o.

\-.\-

.\

'"l--

!,tAP NO 17 & 17a

SOAD NO.s. 23, 2\t 25, Three BEdford Cottagee.

A61 2? A pair of Bedford Cottagee aepanate fron L!,
on photograph) lhicb'open on to Back Laas.

pArE 1? t84g. L?a L84g.

e3

A{F

tr5

a6

a?

t-- \

L ffiarlqe # l-'la J

at present by *eqqs. bp

l.Ir. Pearce (r,rife a teacher at hlestfieLd Sch.)Hr. Pearce

Mr. Adcock Mr. Adcook

ilrs. Darke !,lre. Darke

Mrs. -Ilawkes l.{rs. Hawkes

Mr. Kayne (yorks at Bectforrl Arrne Lady Spearnan

spIl,*IAi, F'IATt RE,S

Al.though otherwise typically t$edfordt wrth Crest and ciate, this set
of cottages seems to irave escaped the cut-brick chirnneys,
Together r*ith map no. 18, they replaced a set cf fivei timber-
framed dr,rellings, part of the Cheyne ivianor, anC tn J.735 were occupied
by a baker (Nicholas Groom) r a c&rpenter (Ar+-liur Eriant) a husbandman
(;ofrn Timberlake), John Evans, and "Toseph 

Parker, The rent was f2
pe:' arlnumo

i

remanded

accused

L t7t"h;*1t,$' 0
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RSAP S*.s, ff*. *wne$ m.nd *s*ffip$"ed by F.{r* Surey*

eL. Swxeed asrd s*cup$"e* by Ftr* S* Fiper.

ill, Sursaed and. fic*tftpieo by Hr. 0Iamcy.

H$trj" :84*

SPECIAL TEA URES

----ffi;?-Bedford estate cottages, creeted, dated, but without cut-
brick chimnez.;r.

HAP NO. 19

NaltE gillsicle cottage

&!g_Ig. 1"8. Orner' and. oceupiar .!{r. La seve t'oeter.

DAIE Ptre-feeord hohse - about tbe eane age aa Uhiteways. Eerly LSth

- 
aeatury? One of tbe earl-iest in the Villagar and one of'the feu
aot sta"uped vith the eut brick chinneya.

briek (rhiteuashed over) not aLI timbers origiil&} .

also later - Probably added rhen the porch w€s

s. farmhouser farmiag land nov beloagins to
It w&s part of the original Chegne Hsnsr*

Trn
"&. J.& i t he}*r:Sed t* the Port fanily rho held it Bntil t?ft8 t

thim ti"me it Bses kn*wa fi.s f Ports Farilr. The He13-s ffamilY

had held f t pri*r t* th$-m 
"

ldhen flh*mas Reed tc*k GVer i hg*

tenm"neg fr*m &he F*rts $"se 3?AS u it ctranged to t Heeds Farm t , but by

***e tir*e * f tk*e Yi the survslr
emd taken *$€r the lsnd.

ia 18&On Hountwood farm had been built

c *n ttu.q* tlae }e*me *f ter bai"liff Hr.
h4 e

I5* th ** fu*ages }:eve ft*lr ffi&file i{i-l"ksid* **ttag* .

\

heen c*nnbine *
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PSffi Prs*reesrd"
I **-*+5U + )r*ars

SPECIAT }''EAYIJHE$

Sr*"9$"na33p tw* **t*m"gss r tdi*h s&$)ere te trwpbserd m&s.irsffi.ses t with &

third tacked oa at the back, vhich has now beea pulled doua'
Exteraal,Ly 66ema to have undergona l"ess alteration than other oId
houeee in the vi3.J.age, except for the change in roofiagn and, & nev

top to the ehiaaey, (bacx ehimney added Later).

Part of tbe ariginal Cheyne Hanor, and had no laud attaohed, although
after t?39 Lf acquired sone land dotra lioll-oray la,ne. In the 1600te
the holdius $ea ior ,*ty 5reero in the hands o,f the ArnoLd fanily rheu
it wae caLied SraoLds. llhey were traditionally the vi11age,tai"lora.
DanLel" .&raol,d Later became landLord of rthe rGoatt Inn ia L6?8.

In l?35 John Neuton, a Yeoman., vas the tenant. Later it became

knovn as rtsaIdul*:, after a L9th century ounerr and onLy 3-ately has

becone tWhitehiLl Cottager.

UAP NO. e' NAI.{E The Lodge OHIIER/OCCUPISB t{r, Inee

w 185?

SPECIAJ, TEAIIIRES

@ueeuit}datenarkanderest,and.cutbriekchimeye.
The Dukelof Bedford Lived hera dnring tbc"19,9-49 uar.

ryeffi wh**ek*}3 ffo*tage

E%t #
The house wae buil"t for the baiLiff of the Dukers Eetater and hao

clecor,at*ve lfieh ecaler tiles. It ie deta.ch€dr - one of the felr
l9ttr centu:ry houees in the villaSe to be so - $as obviously more

spacioue than the laboureud eottagas. It actecl as the Gatehouee or
f"ASu to the Hanor Souee, and replaeed an oLd briek and timber bouee,

with ttyledt roof, etabl"e, ha.yhouee and barni alL brick and tinbar.
There were two additional" emaLl cottages behind. Thie vae the OLd

Goat Inn, the goat being the Duke of Beclfordts creet. the Barfotee
are. the first knoun lasdl-orde ia LSLlr and it was durirlg their tenancy
that the plague decisated the hor,rsehoLdr Ia 16?8 it passed to the
Arnoi-d faraiLy, uho rore eti.lL holding it in L735. It rrae Largely
rebuiLt in 1688, and eveutual}y pu]Led dona in the 19tb century to
mako room for the lodge, rhan the. rBedford Armst becane the Dukest lnr.

\*

Ir
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Sff" F{H*ffi&ffi f S CHffH#$i

SPDCIAL TEAts*q,E

Staading on the eite ot') an older church, the exiating church nas aluost entirely
rebuiLt in the'Llth century, probabl.y in the dlays of the laet John Chetrme.

ta L556 the Betlford Chapel and MausoLeum vero bui}t by the widou of John Ruseell,
first Earl of Bedford, ttin purstraace of hie Uil-ltrn aad this oecupiee the North
eide of the church. It hae beea rebuiLt and added to in decoratioi etnce this
date, and the whoLe cburch uaa renovated betneen 186t rind 188?.

The Outside wal1s are of fl-int, rith stone dresaings, and. roofed with tiLes.
fhe tower ie tumeted, and ha.s a ring of six belLe.
The etyle ie predominantly $,.erXrendiauLar,

INSIDE

The chureh coaeiets of a Nave, and Lover ChanceJ., and, a South Aiele with latc
Perpendicular f,our-light vindo$s ritholrt tracerXr'. The e:lsle hae a pier of four
ehafts a.nd four hoIlore, ca.ruying four-centred.arches.

The Chancel arch and the roof are Victorian.

fhe Pont is Norman, from the earl"ier chureE, cutrrehaped, rith ,the Loyer hs,lf
fluted, above a band of ravy trails framiag reguJar aLmond-shapcd nedal"lione.
Inside these are sJmmetrical }eaf notifs.

BRASSES

6n-TEe-yeet uaII braases to:- Agnear $ife sf Joha Cheyne, (dted L4g{+).
Ednuad ilolyneux, eeeoad huaband to Agnes (atcA 1484),
Anne, vidou of Sir David Philip, (atea 1510)

H:,i: It:"::ryT,1'll:'f,l;: fiTx;.::om 
rhich

Che5rae. IIer grand daughter Anre Sapcotc uamied,
tvice, (f) .loUn Broughton (daughter Elisab*th)
(2) Joha Russe1l, firet EarI of, Bedford.

oa the rest $ar'r' or t"he 15*17s3*Asne' 
I;ffiff"lit:* t:i:l r,5a4).

Biehard t{erland, Bector (aiea Ll+94), ia eleric+l"
robeei The iaEcription to this fi6ure ig iaverted.

On the uest walL of thi PorchlFigurde of John Wallieton (atea I45g) aird of-Ieobe1 
and Joan, hia niveer

ItscRlr{rlous EIc.
Sn th* wes* we.l} sf tlee
inner psr#ha*

*xa the $#rth well *f t}*e
Suuth &$,mke i --

*sa the Bsu*h wekl &f tlae
$mmth &*"mle s *

ffo $ir Ni*h*Ia.s Smythen 3"ste palrffise *f &atirs*ffr
{s*e* r5e?}.

$an *i"k patxttixag sf t?:* i"nt*r**r *f ti:e chureh hef*re
* r} f *
3SS}? re*ently heamgo but w&s mt*3en $.m 3SS*.

& snsm*r5*m} t* ,Sir !,frerf thesSey Itusm*1}n He*t*r #f
Ch.*n*.em *"r*m 3&*S*.XS$S n Sn rss#ffinit,i*xe sf his
ref*rffi?s in the wi-33*"#* o 3 t ff*a$"m I *
t$Fresexxted t* F**rd t*rrr*ith*s1ey 3tumee11, Re*t*r *g
#h*nt*m mffid" *ssl*n *8. 1-qj-r:"Ss*x" j"n ]-S?9 bp the
g:m:rfmhi*nsrffiol$ Ht *str]ffi*rate* 5* y#ers CIf him
mini-mtry* 3t im #ervs* fr*m the br##d tale*n f,r*nt
,$t* *e*rg*m #hm.p*} 0 idimdm*rr erk* }mm 6 paints"ngm *f
the v113affi* * It i"m s*"g:t*c* hy *Ir*ry#Re ixr the
vi}}affi* r wh* #stt3#" wri te * ?h*me vrh* s#ix}* ns t ffie$e
p?'r t Y 3 - {nhi 't rt:*soer "i nr"} t:r*p*r{ *: s+r*}y}cr r*rd}pf,s f-*n arf}}}?1rp &Trcqn



IIFpHR F$[#UQ#Hetrffi

ff& " Hi*i:a*} $ s ffi:urc}:
-ffitt*

o S*rx*h Ytew* mh*v-ring the Sewer* $*eth &*s3e*
t of the #hanceS*

St* ffii"elameSrm #hurelr l{o#t}x Ytew skewgng *bee ffiedfsr$ Ghap*}-
the crest is on tbe rest end.

Tbene a*e the stalned gJaae uiadore nentioncd in the eectioa on
the detaile of the Bedford Cbapel, at the end of thie book.

Accces only by epociaL pernit froa *lr. Sword, Bedford Settled
Eetates, Hontague Streetr tond.on.
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UPFTR PHilTtr(}frJUF}i

tlq+ji_l$q6 * iltteni*m }{*rase* *"#isr }'1r

+4ffi Ferst wer i:?5*o*T
.-\r .I,\-r-1-.*.E a* .,r 'T ':r'11 I! fi-!YTl^\T:'r I \'-. i_r "r { -. ii r !( Ft .\ .i i : t-.r tt b_
,uv i. ,-iLJ .L "it.Ei .a ;i f t .L L;.L\iJLi

ffr{s rep}ms*s the *3* #keeniem F}a*e,
before the t#}d Rpe **ry t {HIep xr** &}

dowEr in l$elc'1" 
"

Ttre present ffhenies },fouse was built
garde* Saymu&.

In
Br

whi c3: we,ffi tlte *ri,ginel r* * tr:ry'
w&# &e 

-q.'":tred 
an* w}:i e h "'*r&s pul}*et

tn t t,s #;*.re3#I1 , elr* r**ains th-c *iti

E}:or q1 o**"r^
.L.J.,Lie-J q.-rJ- a,

\

The ol,& ChenLee PLaee ceased to be a rectory Eometime in the Lgth
ceattry, probabLy when the 8cv. Shann becauie Reetor in L886' He hatt

lived ia tttre 03-d Roctoryr(Hap Ho' I+) aa a eurats, and probably atayed
on there.

Lipscombe uritee:-
tlThe ftectory W {X-{} &m the ffianmrn ire the

paying y*es:}F
g}-ebe }am*

* th* r*E?t#"inder 3:e.stt";.re o 
tt

Sirace tlre Itvtng w&s in tlrs gift sf &he Strke sf Bedf*r$ * errd &. x,ffi#s$b*r

of the. fam*[y w&"s ffi*me&*-ases ep$]#tnte S* the lreuse eses ohvi*usly effi

impcr*ant sffis *m the vt11&S& o Xxr 3"?35 tlre fo3}*wing de*m:L3s &re 6ivexa*

rrThe ground, room, abova nentLoned fl-oored nith earth, tbe Breshouee
paved uith brJ.ekr ye stabLe pitoht vitb stone.
The rooms bel-ou stairs eontalned rithia the 9 baye of tbe due3-3.ing

housel 2 eellare, L kitchen and-a paotry, a3-I paved vith brick.
Aa llal1, a Parlour and a roou beyond it, floored a1.L rith oak.
The roons above etairs, withia the 5 bays and ] bays above nentioaed -
] cbanbers floored with oak, and 5 sith deal, uith 2 gametts bsth
fLoored in oak and an outroou at the west end of the house built with
brick, covered vith tiler &trd fleored rith Deal.
fhe vbole house built mostly of oak, but the vaLLe chiefLy Loant but
partly brick, the entrance at the eeet end of the houee paled in with
*&.k* t$

ffie,v* less d*tqt} , hut there Has as apparent ehar:,ge"

hmd been rsb?*i3t *n brick*

L*'? lt 5)3{*T*Gft,qFffi
pv

i 
^ "i.L-; I ;f,r-r I-J; il 11 .; j; t ,1- i\-t -t *uner 'T]:* AxEglicesr iJhurc}:

N4ffi

*c*iipier ill}:e it*:r " .S*aplet*n

this was built'ln 1968, and flrst oceupted ia October of that year.
the preoent Rector Mr. Stapleton * tel: 44]]. 'Entrancs throngh the
church yard.

Tit:s ts th"e ffi#s* r***mt,}y ht:*.3t h*me is: *3r*

f*u*r f,tth rex?tur3r #Heltlpi*m-

',L-



Tli i:i Y I L i",,fi ll il i{ l;;Fl}'i

ttrie is still retained by the Buke of Bedford together rith
the road leedtng to tlie 6burch, and the tsedford Chapel'

fbe elne shora in the phptograph succuusbed to Dutoh E3'm diseaset

and rere felled in the fear-I"9?j. Limes have been plaated to

replace them.

lIhe story goes that the Duke|e ageat used to hide behiad the elme

nhen the schooL came out, and pouace on the chtldrea if they

crosEed the gpeen to their honee which uas forbidden'

fhe uetl and pump no longer trorkn but are a deeora'tive additioa
to the 6c@ltts' fhe fuactioaal" amenities are eeatel"a bue ototrlt

telephone kioek and litter bine.

ln L?15 there were cottages on the louer pgiat of th9 triangle
at tie-bottom of the 8reen. t[ey pele beld by Jagob.D:llt,a
descendeat of the Dells of Del"L farui (I'{on Latioer Park f*TL-
IIe had a gensraL stpre aad in an accouat of January llth' LTXlr

the Suke paid hin L3/- for naiIs, baekete, broons aad eandlee'

these UaA-ueea pu3-Led dorn by \81?, aad vere seves replacod'

The wetrl , before the purnp was reinstaiLe;' ; pipel:'::e fron Lhe

Manor connected to this welI, and the water was thought to

oiigl**t" frcm the Pumphouse. At one time the Duke of Bedford

had a fountain here, which used, to be turneri u'c when visitors
came.

,LIiiiE,E.*ffiIWji4 ii
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ry4Pg. ,?, fr, 39. srhe Prattn

Ouned by Greatlro$se I'aru (Ihe execuftone of Co1. !{areton)

Occupiere 3?. l[re. Uitwer.
38'
,9. Ur. Fonrood (Brandsoa'of !lrs. tr{areton)

H*ry 18Eo

,:i I ;;1.;P.f'f .,., t- i-1- " ;':ii; JJL.'l.i..; j.,,*iJ_i...;... -;. "-"r. l.:.,.L_Jnr

:-: ?-\ . a1. !.i i',ii! iiir ."j,::. .

DATE
-5nr

Bedf*rd #*tftmEem n da&#S u wg *h #t*t brisk ch$-mnrym. ff}e*"s w&.s huilt
for orpha.ns, houeing boya on1y. In th.e Latc l,9th Centtrry' the
rations vere ee.ld to be yortrr poor, a good neal ouly beiug Laid oa
vhen the Duke cane to vieit. The edtrcatisn vas goodr andt iobs
vere found for aLI.

(lteo caLled the Punp House). the vater ras raised by boroe povsr
the horse puehiag a Long arn round and rouad therlL. (Sindore
a3d voodea iafili vere idded latcr) flre well uas thought to have
been sunlc ia the tine of the first'Earl of Bedford.
Aa ol.d pipeline existe conaecting the l{anor vith the relL on the
vilLage green, and the rater probabl.g eane originally fron the
UeIl Houeer Bo that it supplied the vhole village.
Tho trreeent'*el.L Houge itself, ras built over the well iu 182O vhen
the house rae repaired. It ias excavated in L974 (see newspap€r
extract).and the artefacts yere on dlsplay inside. Nor the build-
iag aad adJoiaiag fieLd have'been opencd as a herb and p[ysic

buiL*irege sh*r* bshi-nd it #,rh the Left },mrld s*de f e$ld" the
ruined, murffiery block #f the Bedford $$*use *$ the rtglet hand"

side *

&e f*,rm w€e.therwsne $"m late L?tk #smtlary"

{:s::}

a

i\

old we

century
Bucks, are

be ir

dcep, wils closed Lrottonr
well at

weekend
ivill

e xcilvation
gear t()

'thr.ee

is

iln'd
ll()w
IVI r's

who

it
It

TFre
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r{A$ffi SR R#AS $fff- Chen$.em truSaxeur H*uee s*mettmse referrbd ts &ffi tffhe ffireathouse?
#wner/###ffipter Cc}. & ${rs* },nls#}*rad Hatth€ws*

fhe nanor ie earl.y tudor, untouched by renaiasanee iafluence.
fhere is a eore of aa earlier buiLding, covered by 3.ater brick-

j work, thought to date from ttee uid L5th century.

SPPER PKOIOGA"&PU fhie shoue the eouth elevatioa of the aouth wing.
Euilt betr*een 152] and ga6 by the. firet Earl of Bedford,
it houses the oLd a.rmoury on the top floor, uhich stretcbed
the Leagth of the wing (see folloring photo6raph).
The chimneys are orna.mentedn aS.L different and are thought
to equeL or surpaes thoee of Hampton Court. fhey nere
probabLy bui1"t by the Bane worknea.
The vall"e, blank except for the west end, dteguise secret
rooma built bebind the firopleces of each roon.
One of theee housed a priest hoLe in the fLoor (see
foLlowing photograph), A barn is ehown in the l"9th

" _eeutury running eouthuarde fram thi.e wing, in the posttion
of the trlreeont graveyard, but it wee demslished before L886.
fhe waLLe sbor the r0ld Hnglishf briek bonding pattern,
and coasist of smaLl hand, made bricks.

;",i-li*ii,R i,' ii*ffitGRAFi{ the rest eLevatioa ie in three pLaaes; the result of
recoastruction in 3.)]O. Thi"s shous better tn the next
photograph overLeaf.
In the earJ.y 19th Century al} the walLs on this side were
eacaecd in nodern'flenish bonded brick becanrse the old
brieknork had b,ecome porouar The end of the south uing
is on the right hand side of the pbotograph, showing the
vindow of the armourJr at the top of the gabIe. The other
windors sere extensivel.y restored at the time of
renovation (abeut L8L5).

(
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fiffi$YXE* S$HQH {cmnt*}

UPPffi PHOTSGRAPIT

i,t-' 
j;},H Ill{i:i'T{ffi RAF}i

A furthor viev of the nest el.cryation ehowirg outhouses
(etable block aad orangery) on tho Left hand side.
Theee replaced the old brevbouee and single storey detached
bLock in the Lgth century.
the reLationship vith the churcb"caa be Eeear and the eunlces

garden in tbe forcgrou4d' fhese gardens shown vere known as
the rlittLe gardener.
Benesth tbe -gardensr a aetuork of brickqd passages ascribed L"

the the trStbrcentury, lead into eumouu&tng.woode. These

may iiroIl" have beea part of the drs.iuage systemr but also
were ef,fective eecret paaoagoer fhe entrance is at the
end of the Lime wal,k iust sut- of the pieture on the right
lrand side (see foJ.loving photograph).
fhersreat Gardensfwere in the posttion of the preeent orchard.

The ruins of a tudor building in the gardensr thought to
be the remaine of a tudor nuraery Uloet, buiLt about Lr26,
Ihe end of tbe sunken garden in the foreground shows ite
rel"atioaehip to the housel on the vest eide of the rlittle
gardensr. It can also be seen in the background of the

iierioqs photograph of the Fump House or Well Eouse.

.Queea ELiuab.eth Lls elder Etatesman Lord Cecil was aesom-

nodatect in the nurcery bLock ou one state visitr ltfor your
quieter .lo{gingrt. Presu,tnabLy no children trere in reeideace

at the timet

n--^t 
\

\*-.



SEfS,ILS *F fKffi $,I&N#H

PiiCTCGRATHS I & ]"
The entrance bo the ttCRYFTtr, shored up to prevent su'osidence,
situated at the north end of the west uing, ani now entirely
underground. This is thought b be the cel"l-ars *f a 13th
or 14th century house. ?here are two chanbe:'s built of
Tctternhoe Stone, and the inner room waa fitted with a stsut
door, of r,rhich the hinges remain.
It may have been used as a prison or hideout in the *ars of
the Roses - Lamentations are scratehed in the soft stone walis.

-t 
-! *. /-\ rYl,-\ /-\ :'-\ ... ?*\ r'r r'\

-/!l l.i", |l* r,!;r't"-{ -r
i r.l\. i\r'\ij'-"-ai. *.1 (--

.&.n inmide view ef *he erms$rlr i"n the ssutfl t*ing"
ffhe far win*.*w is thet }*oktng *tet owsr the Serd€ffrs;
tleim v*ew is fr*rn sest to w*st*

trHCffi*K&FH 4
One of the taeerett rooms behind the fireplaeee of the
south uiag. firey uere very narrowf .a3d .one had a rpriest
hoLer in the floor' For reaeons sf eoncealment there *ere
no vindone, but each room had aa airbrick ou the outside saLl.

The undergrouud paseage in the Sarden. Ttris shoue the
brickwork * ineluding the floor' It te taken where the

Ilaosage takee a right angl.ed beqd to the right, so that
vhat appeare to be a door at the end, is in reaLity the ual}
of this bend.
the rtaiLt haagiag fron th6 roof is nodera, to Lend a
spookey atmosphere nheu bruehing your face ia the darkt

I
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CHESIH$ F{AI$#H { c*nt#" }

IIFFER p3{#r*ffiH&p},{

Lil)\,j-r,lt Fll:i .lil*#]t.1 P:f

Ehe froat, or east eLevatioa, ohoriag the iterowefootrt,gabled

end,'of the L6th century tudor eoath wing oa the leftt rith
decorated chioneys, and upper nindos of the annollrJrr

In a different pLane is the reet ri4g uith its eeai-
octason&I battLe-marked tower standiug betreen-tvo crorefoot
ga,bllsl at the far side of the lnner'eourt' The nain'

6ntraace ie at the base of the tovetr.
the lawn iE the foreground wae originaS"lry part of the
tfouter courttl .

The north end of the inner court ras originelly bounded

by a $ingLe storey ring compLeting'the ELirabethen rEr 
t

uut. tnis-feLL iuto disrepaiil and ua* denolished about 1790'

It probabLy houeed L*Odryt offices agd eervaate roouen rro$ a

Urick wal} bounds the court on tlis eidel but the adjoiaing
fieLd &e still calLed tfllhe Sr?ing Grouadrr. '

Sbe tower ie thought to be part of the core of an oLdEr

houee of the Cheyne faniLy, dating froa 146Or 
-P99k 

marke

in ite briclsorh are eaid to date &ou a slego of the l{anor

by Cavaliers in the Civil hlars.

llhe north elevation of'the south Yiagr, 1u " 
gooct exanpLe

of tudor Englisb bonded brieknork, and Lattiee clianond

pr{ned viatlois' Ihe gable in the top-c-tore-y ie-another
iUao, of thc arnoury runniag the fuLl leagtb of thie uirlg

in the top storeY.
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CHEF{IES H&lq*H t S*sst#; }

UPPER PHOI0GRAFH m The" south !'

wsns ?

Srem,t ${hus*' Sarm 0x} the 3*f*"

fl

\
ir 

^f,l. I -.r :i, , .J1".
i 

-i ;. L. C c.- '..-/

HAF{H #HHSSHS VXI,3"-AffiH $*3{**3- C',,Jit sR l-{r:* ks *
@*4

fls4gspL#*S'

rith addition in the ,195Oe of extra classf,ss&s r

The ecbool is in the typieal Bedford sty1e. 11

incorporates a eehool house with cut brick chimpeye
and a veather vane vith the Bedford tBt.
It draus children from Is.timer and Litt1e Cha.bfpnt
s,s well as the vil-lage itself - aboat eOO oB the role *

Extenaion buildings wsre e,dded in 195Os and 19?Os.

frounty CsqansiS.

,H[r * Heeves

DAIE Built in 1846,

SPECIAL gEAfiTRES

t\_-



4&Y; ff*. fr?

ROAP Nfi. r$1 SWI{HK Kxecut*rs *f *he ffimtm*e ef #o1* Harstsn*
bffi:ms ffiism Barbs.ra Ruetsre*

p&ffi rYsc

$pffi#t&& SHATIIHSS Bui.lt bef*re the Wroi.themley RumseII era, this house
had eE? i"r*m fmmndry m.ttashed, -and 1? years ago the
eld f*randryr bu*l*S"xrg stfl} sxfetedo How the only
eign of Et ie & wa}l runnfng fr*m the Sriluse up the
gardefis r

urp No. aB

p4g-I9. 4A/43. NAIIE f]re 01d uellhouse ou]IEg,/ocguprEn Dr. teach

DAIE -Pre-recora t5tU century?

SqSCI4tlflEAq{}RnS fhie is'sae of the oLdeat houses in the viltager(possibty
pre-dating the RuseeL era)of tiaber and brick (uhite-

f;*:: ffi"L;':"t"i,ollll,Tl[;"t :olffi,:,";;: "uu"u
buii[ding.
Rights of, way exieted behlnd aLL this b1ock, through

ll"fi;tffi il*l ;:jJffir"::Hri:l'ry n o,", rohneoa
a, shoe8aker.
Ihe houee vae eompletely dismaatled except for the
timber frame ia the 19Fe and rebuilt arouad the fraae,
60 that the brielnrork ie aot orlgiral. The photograph

, elows it u.tiia-il;;; ;;;r;"and the door ha.s nou been
al.tgred, rith a so1.id porch subetituted for that ,ohoru,' ,-rrrL l, ' .xith E eide entrance.
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ry*H *ry*" f;&m

S&TE Ehis h*use

.) i-'-'-..i -, ."

M. q,.,,ry,.p. a9

mAP so" r$ I+?n 48

DATffi NSAS

.,'! ,)1-;-r!T ," T -i,l-T- , -n]: jil- (:
!J;' .I.-r\!d J ,"r_&j l. j.J j,1. .*. 'L,.i i.-.;'ji\J

&4, J+5 , j+6 
" cwHuR$/fficupr$Bs 44 &6rs, Moodieffi=q==**'ffi 

4s ${$ss A1}gn
tr6 !{r. Bruton

t to date, but w&s in the L735 surv€fo

houses where the Bedford cut brick chimneys

a*Ce t Iater! emd &"rs *ut of propertion with
of the building" It is obviously older than

The S*S srs tlae r*mf *f I{CI* 44 dates
t

frpr,r* the time the hou*s w&.s #trsup*e* hy #*"*k Sian:and,

tebmt*r p*liti ciano in the L$?Srsn In L?35 three
shown here u but dn xL# have
1 '! 'r\ &s they &"re ffis&s * the roof

t*[em change as if there im &' d*" ffere&#e im periodr bu*

this probahly hapPened later* Yhe 1?35 ffiffirs*Y r€c*rds
*he buildirrgs as t briek and ttmber with ttle# rssfs t .

$imce they are now rendered asad wh$"tswmshedo it i"s n*t
possible to see tinbers externall"yt but aoae sre
reyideat iaternaLlyr, and the Likelihood ie tha't theee

houees repl-aced those ahor*n an the L735 rorp, probably in
the l-ate 18tb or earl"y L9tlr centr.lry.

sHr{Efr$/*trtrtrpxHHs
fffr @

4? Mre. Pickering
4B

this iE an ear3.y rBedfordr houae, without the character-
istic feeturesr the ilate betng stanped rithout the

cotronet. .the enbraaures on each gable are enpty'
It may have repLaced an irarlier cottage recorded ae

, rtnetrbuiLt in 1?35 of brick and tiLerr.
llhe.tenant then was a butcher, Ralph Skidnore, who

'absconded to tondou in Utro, leaving his wife and chiLdren

on the parieh. Later ehe foLlowed him, and the chiLdren
nere brought up by the next door neighbourr John Richardeou'

t, eppser t*
*ertaim}"y
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#,,{F-}T?S: l- * }5'

ry4ffi, Bedf,srd filose

?.*gH 1950's

qffiS# Susks **untp #suncil

' the only group of eouncil houscg iu ebeniee. BuiLt oa
laad given by tbe Duke of Bedford in the late 194ote.
Bhere are L5 ssni-detachod drelli,age, in a].l, grouped as

: folLowe frou left hirad to ri.ghtilrtad:aide of the CLose

when vieued frdm the road - ?, 4n 3, 3, A, 2.. Mr6,
Atkins, Keeper aatl KeyhoLddr of iUe"Eeifora Chapel-, lives
in No. L (other occupiero no specif,ietl).

IURffi mth CS{TIIRy HOUSSS Li.e betwee11 lfo. .lrl, aud the Bedford C1oee.

se &rs as f*130ws3 ffindtt *ete 195?. Swmer/Se #Bp**r Flr. Skilbse k.
|teherry Treestt Date L957' Ovner/0ccupier Mr. Anoell.

"fha Plght}etl Date Lg5,5, Oxner/0ccupter. Hr. tife.
These rere buil"t follor$ing the sa}e of the estate by the Dtke of Bedford in
L954.

(not on Bap)

P.SO_ $Q,g,, 51-64

Iq4ry skypits Cottages Qqaer/OgcrlEie.f 61 $r. fomkine (Head of St.
Clement Danes $chool;l

6e t{r. [il].ey
63
6I+ FIr. Jaskeorlr

At one time aleo knora ae HHalfway llouserrbecause of its
poeitioa hd.f way between Amerehan aad Hatfordn this
bloek was built as a workhouoe to replace the original
eite iq the I eottages along Hollovay Lane, helcl by the
parish officere.
In 1835 the Duke of Bedford took theee over, and built
Claypits Cottages in exchange.
fhe worklouE e yaa divided into ttro parts, half for meu

and hal"f for wonen, but itE uee as sucb was short Livett
because Amerehas trlorkhouee (nov t*ie hospital) opened.,

and by t8t+l Cfayptts uaa -teed as dwelling houses, four
semi-detached cottages in aLL.
Tbe roof material is elate - one of the fepr in the villagel
and the central dosr land wilrdor r*ere blocked, perhaps at
the time of change in'use. fhe nasre r0lalpitsr probabl"y

refers to Clay extraction from tbe adjaceat ponde.
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M{TBANCE TO IIOLIOUAY LA},TE

This la\e led d.own to Samatt Bottom Ford and was origirylfy caIled Holyuel1

Lane, G***se of the epringe at the botton, which uere alleged to have

n"*fiag properties. frey rere certainJ'y rich in iron' Now hedge'l a1L

the way, this originalLy ied to a piece of com*on Land grazecl by sheepl a'ud

yhicb exteaded aeroeo the Gheshan Roacl, includlng tbe !*hitghill.footpath'
Shis ie ehoun in tbe 1?]5 map, but is already redtrced in the fithe EaP'

Ehere are Eo buildinge dovn HolLouay Iane aow but 8 cottages were

a*"""iU.d ae ftnevbullt" in 18Oe, of brtck and tile, of two rootss ea'ch'

They were otrned by the parish to house the poor, but uere conveyed to

the Duke of Bedfola in i8:,, to cover the cost of the parish contributions

io tft* new workhouae be wae buiLding. (Clayplts Cottages)'

One of the eottassa vas tbe Pesthouaer and a painting^of i't. exists in
;;i.;ilt d;&; it **" caLLed bv thie na$erin the L85l aurvev' and

tlere i.e- evldenge of emallpox caeeo being nursed here' the eottagea Yere

p"fi"a-A"rn ia the late lgih century. One Litt}e house is ehown above

ifr" L"o* ta the l?]5 eurveY.

The drainage eysten for the vill-age lies Jr:et belou the Holloway Lane

entranee. ldot all houeee are otr thie nain drainage '

FIAF NS " -b
arr[.m*{#

&oe* Sfr" il
rIih*..dIM

seffi Lg#e
fiHEffii$

g,Seeffi W*edside Sottage

fig*S,u#ggYq*gf Ftrs. Leaeh

One sf the few a0th century houses in the villagee
Ehe Herae r Wsodstde t was taken f,rom a house built aa

& gtrlm sehsml '*al}ed tdoodsi{* House, t*hich forms

pe;t sf the prsssmt Chenies Place dosn the hill'
tdoodeide #ottage we# built for the butler at Chenies

Pl-ae e *
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H4P Hq. .I

ROAD NO. F
r-r.+-.

DATE 1894

sPffirAb ffieffi;ffi$
. -@

I'{AP NO. eO

mAD ?{o. r}

p&ffi k&ss

ffiAHH Ylre $*urths1}se o}fffiss/ffif;isHgse Hr * Rimer

This house wac created from Lhs converterl stabie 'c-1 ock

of the old rioodside llouse (see below)' It iie's 'nack

from the r*ad, so features are not easy tc see' bu-u

apart from eul-brick chirnneys, it lacks many of the

tBeelfordf characteristics. The date is plain' uithout
fBr ot' coronet, and the windows are sash'

Eecause of its origino, there is no histary af past

ownership, as this was originally comfion lanr1' anc had

no bu:ldings cn it in L?35;

reBies plaee *sHqM*q$qry{$Hj?. X***,.ffiew31d*HArrss *h€ 
Hoodside House *ir " Arnol$

d.*eiers*Sottage F{r" Haddock

\-

OriginaS,ly call"ed Cheniee flouse, it took the name of

Cl*ii*u Biaco vhen the houee sf that name' neal the

church ceaEed to bo the rectory' So the two houses

"i"fr*tig"e-***u, 
eince tbe modern house on the eite of

il;i.; cne*es'prace ie aow.caLled' chenies llouse!

thie makee for eoafusion in the records'
fft" fAif, century building was openecl originalJ-y as a

girf"t boardting .ecbool tior daughters of gentlefolkt '
inen it ,** **il"*cl rldoodeide llouset ' Ia 1896 it was en-

i;;"e-* ro* the Dower House to the Manorr for the

"iel 
of the 10th Duke of Bedford, so tba't rt 

-
6;;t"-e ie 19tb century ia the rBedf,ordr s y3'e'

\_



$!&P Nq' {..

ry$p. s.*." 1

DAtE I85S

ry$SS K*eperm c*ttase q,ffi*ffifiqEfX$ry }{r* & Hrs" Davtes
( uctt: vets. )

A rBea.fordt cottage oometirnes refemeci tc as r?lie i{ouee

in the woodr. It was the gamekeepers cottage. --ito

ear'Iier hcuse is shown on the site.
As presirmai:ly the gamekeeper on the Bedfori estatt rsas

a person of sorne importance, he had a detacatC i.c';.se.

In l.?57 a tractor ran out of control doun the liil-i behinC
and lanCed up in the bathroom.
Cn the door is a metal p161que' with this nessage

inscribed -
"Take notice that frcm thie date poachers r+ili-
be shot on s5"ght, and if practicahle, euest:-on*d
afterwardsrt

signed The Duke of r3rumby. Nov.Lst l-85E.

I,IAP !tO. -

BoAD l{o.e. 2;i}, 4i.5, 6, ?. (not in order) SUEE&UPPS. : see Photo. 2 l{r. Ooster

S*re 3S5e em* 3S53

Hb. Nunn & Hr. Saunders
Hr. Os1er
Mr. ?homas

IbIr. Nelsoa

Ehe tvo "bLocke of cottages. uere extended towards each
other in tbe L970f e'r so'this is nov, an hietoric'
photograph! f'he extensioae ds aot neet, eo the bLoeke
"are etil1 oeparate, aad no date has been placeil on the'
aclditions.
fbese Bedford eetate cottagee replaced an earlier group

stariding back nearer the river, recorded in the 1735 eurvey

as tinber franed briek cottagesl vith tiled roofs.
It rvad mentioned in two Late 17th century leases ao
tthe Doghouser and. the tenant ia'L?35 waa Nathaaiel,
Grover. Ihis wae presumably in the Chenies !{anor
at that time.
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MAP NO. A],

&4PJ9- * NA}IE chenioe Hi1"L, Dsdtde l{ilL

DAIE At leeat LSth century, probabS.y'parts are earlier (eee belov)

OUNE,R llr. Tra.fford Boughton

sPEsrAp r,r'fu*Es 
ll""ftl"t"l:""11:I:;'Li":ffij;'* iiTr?#::.'illm;
so that ilatiq6 ie diffieult, $imber franing can be aeen
on the end ra1le in the photograpb, but nuch of the
brickrork is obviouaJ"y la,tcr, and a naJor rebuilding tooh
place in 1811.

A 1578 lease aentions it aa a fulling miLL, but beforc
1740 it uae nakiag paper and coatinued to do so untiL
185L, vhea it becane a flour milf. Flou:r m113-ing stopped
in L9L5, but the mill ground anlnal foodstuffe until" L933.
A niLl rras recorded at Isenhamstead in a record of the

-t 
-- I ral 

- -- r----, L-- ! lL 
- -l 

!J

' ;rlH-"il'":3'i:.1"1":1:ff :.T:TTllH,:.,:lI" :"H:
overehot vater rheeL ie in one of the original eitesr atrd
provi.dee power for th'e greenhouse f.ighting and heatingt
and eone of the nil} stoneE are set in tbe houee Bumounde.

The ffemsnts Although the milL rae alrays part of the Cheyne and Bedford
Haaor, lt ca.nelto be kaoun hy the nane of the fanily of
Dodtl who took a 99 yeer leaee'from the Duke of Bedford
soue tine arourd L7r5.
Previous tenants yerer in 1655 a ridor naraed Farrow, and
Ls Wr6 a Uillian D5rer.
f,be Dodd fanily coatiaued to vork the niIl until the
leaee paaeed to a nEpheu, Joha Boughton ia the Latter
haLf of thc 19tb ceutur3r, in whoee fanily it stilL renailrg.
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TELEVISION'S Blue
Peter team have been
visiting the ancient well at
Chenies Manor, scene of a
pearch by the Watford
Underwater Club.

ln our lower picture,
John Noakes, one of the
,statrs of the popular
children's programrr€, is

seen being lowered into the
depths for first-hand €x-
perience of the murky un-
derwater world.

The well is 167 feet deep

with 20 feet of water at thb
bottorn, and the club have

been diving there regularly
since last January.

Since then they have
brought to the surface

about 15 tons of debris cor-
.aaa

taining pieces of pottery,
brohen clay pipes and
beautiful old bottles, some

dating back to the,
seventeenth century. TV
cameras were busy
recording the scene
(above).

Project leader Mr
Aubrey Humphries, is talk-
ing to John Noakes in the
picture on the right.
Leading divers on the
operation about 39

members are actively
engaged 

- 
sre Mr Gordon

Bessford and IIr Jim
Bustin. Between then they'

have brought up about
seYen tons of debris.

The divers work entirely
by touch in the zero visibili-
ty at the bcttom of the well.

The Watford
Underwater Club is €8rr-
ing quite I reputation for
their well work" They have
already investigated I
Rsman wetrl at Dunstable,
and another deep well at
eshrigge House.

They think they will htve
cornpleted their explora-,
tion and put back the flr-
cient pumping mechanism
by Easter. The owners, Lt.
Col, amd lVflrs A. Mncleod
Matthews, who have taken
& keen imterest in the flc-
tivity, are planning to turn
the well-house into &

rnuseuln.

The well is i n the
grounds of the manor,
which lry&s built *bout 1,460,.

lt was formerly ffue seat of,
the Dukes of Bedford.
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1,....Faeing page. fhe excavation of the Pump llouse.

2.....L?35-5 Map of Chenies Vil1age.

J.....1735 Survey.

4.....t*lotee on the Bedford Chapel.

5.....teafLet - fhe Surrounde of Cheaies Manor Eouse.

6.....teaflet - Chenieo Hanor - IlissoricaL & ArchiteeturaL description"

?.....Chenies Manor - LeyS.andrs impressions.

8.....List of scheduled buildings in Chenies.

!.....Notes on nindow tax.

1"O., .,Congervation document.


