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Familiee ,with a d.isaenting backgror.i.ncl certainly give the
fam:iIy'historiarl .a hard life, being mostly outslde the standard.
parlsir:registers. Howeverr usefuVclues can sometimes be for.ind in
o.ther quarte3s and this is true to some extent of the Clarkes of
Chenies. ' ..

Ihe earliest reference I have eome aeross 1s in a 1783
mortgage deed and, bX following the trail through a networl'. of
deeds, one comes to the concluslon that the premlses'conc'.rned
were on the site of the present blocic of houses vrhich includes
llo. 10 Chenies.The deed refers to two palrs of dwellings on tire
site, one pair being original1y a thatched barn. fn one of the
non-barn pair lived a Samuel C1arke. , )

He vra.s probably not a very young man at the tlme for, ri fe':i
years later, in 1798, when a French invasion ivas ttroug*hfli likely,
a returrr was drawn up of men d.ged. ,from il 6 to 50. fn thts Samuel '

Clarke senior and Sarmrel- Clarke jrmlor are both listed as wheel-
wrights. It'wa.s presr.:mably Sa:nuel- jurrior who, 1n 1795, had married
[{ary Abbee at Ricisransworth. He was'd.escrj-bed as rof Chenies' ancl
she is llkely to. have belonged to the fa^uilly which l-eased brick-
making premises sornewhere in the mo'dern Chorl.elrwood Station area,
i.e. just over the borcler in lvhat was then Riclimansworth but par't
of the D;ke of Bec.foro's estate. The name has linIcs lvitir the Chenle,l
Baptists. fhe d.ate would a.Ilovi an.eldest ch1ld of the couple to
figure as the Sar'.uel Ciar,<e of the 1841 a:ld 1Br1 Census lieturns.

As i' rilatter of fact ther: appea.rs tc have been a definlte
concentratlorr of Baptists 1n the arez" around tiie Chapel in Chenies
( called iir the 1861 Census 'the Upper .ftro') and clues: to a whl}e
network of buslness trar.sactions and mar"riage alliances are plent-
iful. lilot that the little Chapel regaster for 1781 to 1Bi2 deposit.,ii
in the B.eglstrar General's Deparl,nenr; is very nelpful for the Clarlie
clan for it apppars to' heve been rather' e:rratically kept; there is
onty one Cl-arice entry, tnat of the burial of aYL fmi,nths-old child
o f Sa:nuel and }iary Clarke in 1E02.

In 1793 both tire. Samuels hact appeared a:rrong the suppoz'ters
o f the dectaratio.n of loyalt;r to the, Cror"m, cirar',rn u-p ar, a meeting
of inhabita:rts of Chenies and some neighbourinE parlshes amri novr
preserved amcrng the parish records.

At this tirre Samuel senior, and possibly his son aiso, appe,'jr
to havebeen }iving on the above-mentioneC premises at the end. of'
the vill&Be, and. to have had a. wheeh'u-right's rvo;'ksho1-r there. An
18OZ Surwey of -the Bedford estate:refers; tc, the inconvenience ss'1s':.u
by the quantities of the.ir tinLber l;ring by. the highvuay and advises
that a pleee of Land fronr the adjolriing fielct, V'/yburns, shou-ld be
let to the, wheelwright so as to rerior,,e tiris nulsance.

This fiel-d was par-t of Graee's Irarn ("he farlrhouse s'booi oir i;iLt
site of the modern house next to the Cricir.t:t Ciub) and flre ljurvey
reconnrended brealilng u_p this u_nit and offerini,, thei tenarrt (r.ae o.[, tireGre,'n Stre',t il'arr;rsi inl:tl ad. ,llhis tei,le, 1; ,a).s ,,/i_i .- ial:. ;Jimproi,, _Lirc

:
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"the ovnrer of the propert;y occupiecl by tne Clarkes. A few year$ later
flnd that the advice haa, to some extent, been acted upon; an Estate
map shows Sanmrel Cl-arke as tenant of a1i rtlybu:enrs rrieid-as well-as
Cooks tr'ie1ri on the other siil.elof ll$burns $Iqod"'. frr a:i 1809 l*c Tax
r,eturn Sa^nuel Clarke 1s stiil a tenant under: Simpson; he also appears

"mo"g 
tfre-fist of those passing the parish accounts (Poor Relief etc'0

until 1810. After that, for a number of years, the narro becomes just
plain Sa.uiuel Clarker &s if the:re \'vere no I-ongc'f twc-of tiienL -bo

distinguish by senlor and junlor, so possibl;r Sa^uruel- I died abc'ui
thls tinre. Afier all, iiis grarruirurlr lja^u.iuellIi was aborrt fourteen so
the o1d marr:. is likely to have been wellrpast midd.Ie age.

At any rate Sa.umel Ids name (prq1:mably) 'cqnId-nues to appear
in parish reco:rds, several times as an Overseer of the- Poor until
1835. ile is also appplnted .executor, with two other identiftablr
nissenters frori Chenies, of the will of George C1arke of Watford,c4rpe,rc
who died in 1817r It was they who conveyed eottages at t/ater Lane,
Watford, to Y,Iil-liati Davls, another of the Dissentlng cotony, .1vho
had been a tena:n""i; of the lianor House Farm ancl came from a family
which had served the D;kes a.s agents and surveyors.

One had hoped to look at this will but it was withdrawn for
filming and is onty lately back ln clrculation. Some info::mation froui
the Inland Revernre Estate Drty records states that his properties
vrere to be sold for the benefit of his two daugnters, Saran avicl
Elizabeth, and value was sworn'at under {.5C0. The vr1ll na}'r posslbl-y
yie1d,furl,her family detalfs. fwo of the execrltorsr James Carrncn
ancl James Bod"y, were Chenles Fbruiersl Sanru-e.} Clarke, p-resi;mably
Samrrel- fI , was call-ed a r,vheelwriSht. I ha"ve arr j-dea there were
marriage links with CJarl'res in th<' casc- ci' Body anct Caruron-

By ,he time of the 1823 iand. !a::, ano Possibl;' ear}ier,
Sarnu-el ff 1s shoirm among the fanner tenants of thie Drke of BedforcL,
and so he is 1n th e 1825 Poor Rate return. By 182A, when "he was a
t:lrstee in the documents concernl:ng a property purchase by his sont
Samuel III, he was cal-Ied a farner. '

The fani was one whlch ivas l1sted in an 1836 Rental, and lvas
knolun as Fort's Farri, its house tod.ay representeo by i'ic. tB/UPCmleSl;
iIillsicie. fn 1802 it had been:described as i' brick anci tiriber buirclint
tiled, of olo constrrrctlon but in good repair'. It had plo barns' one
thatcheci and orie tiled. A cowhouse, carthcuse and pigsiTes were of
timber and thatch. It was not a large farrL ancr ntanl' o:l'its fielcis
,were'r'beforc long, to be mergecl in the lanos of the nelv-bull-t lio";-rt'l;

.Farm. ;

'f h"rr" not, so far, looked at a:ry evidence fcr the precise
dating of Samuel Itr at Portrs Farm so carrrot sa.y d"eflnitely whetkier
he had. got ther when the 1821 Census i'vas nia.de, blt it seems }ikely.
llke ot[er early retur-rrs this was a niatter of nu:nbers on111, without
persona.l details aricl the records have nct been p:r'cserved. However,
in Chenies, the parish officlals made ii ror.rg5h pencil dra-i't a4d' i.or
their ol,m'r. convea.ience, identlfled eacli i:ousehold, by 1t,s iread b i:irrne
beforc settini; out the i:r;rnbers of' ma._t ls ili,,; fernl;l-ei in el.ch age t,r( rr .
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The liti;le packet or Papers has survlved' among the parish reccrds
and. we findr the horrseho'ld of Sanmrel Clarke entrmerated. as follows: -

.

5-10 $eB.Is, . 15-ZA years. .' 2O-3O years' 40-10;.'rs'

Femalesi:11'1
0f course one cannot tell whether all the eight were one famIly or

' . w.hether & servant, apprentice or even lod'ger might have beeni-ry
. eluded. Samuel Ift8s-'marriage d'ate ffiult have been a very fewrf*tert" ;oAeitte frqm t[e-"eu;:oi rrls fa^urily in the 1841 Census' A

S**"f fI stiif figrrres as a farm tenant in Poo:i Rate artd 
--''zinci'

Tax returrrs of 1831 butr-by the tin"e of 4n ilstate Rental in 18J6,
solne }doun* Farm land is described as tlate part of Clarkefs ftTT'

. and an item arnong the Estate Correspond'ence refers ];o-the questlon

. o f a new tenant for Clarke I s fa::st. Sresunably Samuel If had' either
'resigned his tenancV/or died. He was likely to have been approaehing

lbtrnrl now to wha-c cari be discovered- or the life story of:
SamueL IfI, vrho also trrrrred cut to be a wheelwrig'ht and seems to i'avq

group in 1821 arto nust have been iri the lower part of it' .By th-e
ages of his family in the-1841 Census he urr-.st'have married in the

" e'6ray 1820s , but when anio where is not discovered so far, or the
, origins of the bride.

For rTeil over a century a family rlalrred Reed' had or'-irreci a sli:La-L-l

property now r€present, d by lios. 5O-anc i52 Cbenies and su-ccessive

- -.--,--i'-*-, - &tenEiratlpns, nq-st'ly woodworlep.fg 9f $eqlels, -had occupied the tvic
, d well-ingi there . rit-,fiigust tT9tr-PJchafd,Reedr-'+'heJas**"-+{-th.g=&,?44*-,

to be o#ner, had niarriecl one Sarah Clarlie. It vuas not a first
marriage for his eventual helress, I*iaryr lras cici enough.to tre a'
bride {n 1806. Richard diecl in f, 1811' }eaving some of.the prcper'r'i'r

: to the lvidow Sar:,h for tife arid then tc }*ar;', hls 621'-Silter

fhe cottages had been sub-divided as time vrent on a:rd" even
furtir.er accomoaltion built on the gardens. ano scrle or' th'es' premiscs
were bequeathed outright to iriary a^ncl her husband, Tncma: Gris-tlvr;oci'

, The widiw Sarah dleri, fn t827 and-the next year'Thcma:' 4i; i'ary 5"rr""
to dispose of the inheritance.

fhe No. 52 portion was aequir-ed' by Sa"uluel Cl-arl''e, jrrnlor,
' , ,vhccl,;lt'i.,'ii:, 'ri--';.l* jr.lr. :ii'a l,Jt:l::, :Si;l'-to,' , fi€:,1 'l , as his trrrstee ' In

due cou-rse a rrrheel-nrright's sho.p was i)1.': r.L].. jl, 'i.!, .i.i':''i artd tiLe f'r:oi:t

c.:i:-:i- - -(-. ;i' :". -'' ,':,; to Sarruel' junior as rd.welling' nex-b dccr,
thoug-h :"tt lB13 a doctuuent concerning the Simpson prope:'-t'J" at 'i:i;
gnCi i-,' 'r,l-e ...j,1- ,.Ja:: -{ii',i'; ii ..:,3c:,'iii,.:il l'.-i..' aQ OCCllpief -i:j.ij:-'i ',''.' 

1'. -

i;l;.-c. : , i-- -' tc,i-,i i'-l: i'c-'ci:;' lilr:'. It l''ras i-:: 1853 at-sg= !i1at Sa'i:ruel
junuior iva,s negotiating for'a mortgage from the Duke of -Bedforcr' iic
still seer,s to have bcen living at the I,Io.52 prer,ises a.t the 1,sti1
census (tnou-gh no inns or beerhouses are actua_;Iy ;iven Lrreir.
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namc_js therein). The family consisted of
Sarruel Clarke 45 years Y/heelwright.
El;zabeth Cl-arke 45 Years

Samuel C1arke 14 Years
lYill1am Clarke 10 ybars : '

Rebecca Clarke 7 years
Two years later, in 1841, the Tithe Surve;' toolc place i-n Chenier.r r

part od a nation-wlde'measu:re to put the charges on a standard basis.
The scheelule of oranrers and occupiers shows Samu-e} Clarke now the
occupler at the Red lion and. also the ovrner of the house,:wori"shcp,
yard and cottage on the 52 Chenies slte, stated to.be occu-pied by
hiniself and others. His onn occltpatlon presr-rmably ref,ers to }he
workshop.

It 1s interesting to notic.e^ that in 1844fu5 a letter concerned-
with encroachment on the highwayihentioned as being del-ivered through
I{r. Sa.uruel C1arke of the Red Liori. ' 

"

By the time of the tS51 Census Sasruel- a:rd his remainj-ng family
were babk at 'fflreelers Yard (as the 52 Chenies site:had come to be
ealled), though one is not entirely slrre whether,they were living
at The Plough or in the buildings, shop and. yard owned by Sarituel
hinself , i'oi The Plough hao been eonveyed to a Watford brewer in 1E49. :

Samuel could have been their tenan-b.
Cheni . s r
Chenr- e s .
Clierii c L: .

Oheni e s .
Cne J- s i-, r,

San,ue} had been succe eo.eo at The lion by,Joirn lrl . iiu-ghes and
Fa:r-r:,y, his v,iife, who had been tenantq of one of She Plough cottages
in 18+1. f have ar, lnpression that Somewhere f haVe come across a
rel-ationship llnk between this couple anro. the Clarke fa^nii1y but f
d.o not remember vrherer so I may be mlstaken. tr'a:n:ry v;as born in
Sarratt. Therc: certainly was a.-noticeable tenoenc;l in this tDissen-cer:s
quarter' for irinsfolir '(-arrd/cr otl:er: Dlssenters) to be the occupiers
of dviellings belonglng to the llttie handfuil o-i' property-oumers ci'
'the I{ousehold- of Faith'.

August 1'd56 forrno Saliuel Clarlie, }at.. oi', Chenies, no'vr of Se.r'f i',,r,
taklng out a mortgage on the trvo cottages at the rear of I'he Plougt.
Then there is; sil-ence for flft€;eo j/e ers until, in !iay: 1871 ; Samuel
Cl-arke the 'eIder, wheelwrlaht, ccnveJrs the two cottages to Samuel
Clarile the younger, butcher,(i.e. Sa^n'ruel- IV) of Charrcilers Cross net--r
l'fatford. Samu-el IV prcmptly mortgaged the property to' a Bu1loin,.
Society. A i-urther mortgage'followed tn 1877 by Sa.ntu-el the youn9;er.
Yet ancther, in. 1882, lvas -bo piain Sa:iiuel Ciarlter ro elder or yor;:rEcr:',
so possibly S:ur,uel fII hao clieti betlveen 1877 ani 1Bl;2, but perhaps
more cietailed information on r.his polnt is aireaci.Sr im ira:rd. Io rin-

Sarmrei Cl-arlie 5_5 yrs.
El Lzebe ti: Clar}ie 54 yrs .
S arruel Clarite 23 yrs .
''lf i l-i i af,i C l- arke 'l 9yr s .
I';ar;, A:rrr De TW : ,l.rrs .

.Gr eJ:d-au;,:-t ar

ifte, elwrliiht
Be er s ell- er
tsutcner:
\,'{he e I viright
S Ch C) 
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Bcrn
-Uo rii

, liorn.
Borrl
L-' U' l- _r.t-
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ip-ish the tale r the twc .jo'ttages ';,€;t': acquir.ed j"rc,riL tr:, ,-ruli.i.in6
Society in 1892 fc,r' the ilurke cf' Berlforil, whlcl: i s why tire series ci;
de: d s has been pres(,:r'veu a:i:ong tir, ;cdJ'orrl lrrcii j vcs.

And so ends l.neq story of thre Ctrarke fa:lil_y in Cirenies, itsguccessive generation;rits occupa;ions, its property transactions,

record it. f have it in mind to visit the i{ert;fordshire Record
0ffice before long ar:ci I may plck up something further there.

ff the::e are a:ry questlons I migiii ne abte to anslver drrr-c-u];;rplease d-o not hesitate to contact me anci I1v111 do m;,. best
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m entions 't*vo wives, the first, [iary, ' i :.rfe -i y deceesei- f,
,,h,:"i - 'ri-'l-^n-:- I- -i^qr-.rtJ |* ', V I i-i - ..r- U ut '-1. -l -,1::. U r

f or by the lvill_ , -cc l- sti-i- ulicer age. tsy tJre second wife
t heY'e vIe re. t,;o sons ,

The cottages i:r'.,iarr.,'.. I_,ane ,
o f tl:e daugir bers end_ tc
co"t-rage,,; in $atj:crC ( i:: one o i'
irv e rc: :-,C gc tc "t,he Sog:s . Anc ti: erb e, ch o1 recently-purcilased., ne\,il-J'*
e rec-t;e ri Co tt:eg;es Llea:.b-rr lvClt-: 1 e.. -"
ri1 ede l-eir; s th?^.c, -Lwc jl{r.i:tj:s be,:cre '.-j- u

A visit to Hertford raised" a felt assorteo scraps.the Reference L,ibrary of tire iBrl Census.covering Sairatthe folloivinh: -
James Clark 26' i,',r,jreelvrrigirt , Born Cnenles
Bethiah Clarl; 29, Born Sarrat i,li'ill1ar', James I,:i1r(?) 5 ,Jife's' son 1lo:rn Samatt
At thr, llecorci 0llfice.in a. rapio scr,rnni.nl,. o,L a di_ir'icult filr:

c f Sarratt Parlsh Registers I notiled.: -

A film a.t
t includ"ed
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