CHENIES.
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The little villaze of Chenies lies on a hillside overloosing the beautiful
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valley of the river Chess. A el o Caxen T
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Its history is a long one i The name Chenieg is thoug nt to derive from JUNTS SHCEESY
Cheney; 2 fawmily of that nane were lon: the Lords of the lanor. tte (f{j?va‘Lq
Lomn C

In 1526 John Russellmarried the heiress to +the Cheney estate and beceme
the village's most notable perscnality. The owner of a snall Dorset estate
and 2 gifted linzuist he had the good fortune to be presented to Henry v1ii,
sho mede him a gentleman usher - the first step to an earldom and the great
Beiford fortune., Uncer Henry V11l John Russell became Lord High Admiral of
England and he was Lord Privy Seal during the reigns of both Edward V1 and
Queen llary. Ib~}s~oa}a~¢het‘Tnzrjﬂxrtrart“by~q—eibeiﬁgs rows—g—man-who-was
cauiious, prudent ani thougkhtful. IndeedTwialswm@aiuAneed't04be so if -one
wished to @ie in omes bed; as 4id John Russell, in the stormy days of the
Pudors.

John Russell loved the village. He enlarged the panor SO tihat he could
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ertertain Henry V111 and he expressed the wish *o be buried in the village
hurch. Fis widow arranged this and built the Chzpel in which all the
gsubsequent Zarls and Dukes have been buried up 10 the present tinm
At the sams time that the mancr was enlarged the village also grew and
became corsiderzbly bigger than it is tocay, though there are stiil sevefai
timber—fremed cottares dating from this period,
A later and cuite differen versonality, whose ne..oI is still treasured
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in the village was the Rev. Lord Wriothesleys a younger son OI i€ 6. Duke

of Bedford . He care to be Rector of Chenies in 1829, when he Was 25 years
old and stayed until his ceath in 1886. Although offered hi h office in the

efore the school
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Church he refused to leave his viilage flock. In thz dejc |
was built he taught the village ch ildren to read and write in the I Rectory kitchen
anc it is recorded that he refused to have a ncw carpet in his studyas the

men would not like to walk on it in their boots. The affection in wnich he was

held is attested by the lovely illuminated address, with its charming watercolour
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sccnes, which still hang in the church, This address was rresented to the
Rector by the villagers to nark his 50 anmiversary as their priest. On each
side of the address may be seen the signatures of the doners- said to include
the whole viilage. T+ ig interestin. that some of these nases are still to be
found either in the village or the currounding area.
1t was wailst Lord Wriothesley was Qector that the school was tuilt. Enlarged
ard modernised i is still in use today. It Was at this time too, that the
Duke undertook the mocernisation of the housing. Meny of the old w00d—*ramed

cottages were replaced with the brick-buil% houses kqﬁ(wuﬁ‘ﬁ o weadel
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which are siill a feature of the village and, brouzht up to date, are considered
desirable homes.

Life in tha. village nust have continued with little chai ﬂ*g{ QMH,&nyWJdK7
decades. The pen worked on_the estate faris an: Wooolan(s. Corn was ground
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at Dedds—4*]l an’ watercress was_;rown’in sprin_ water near the Chess. The
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larger hruses in the area provided work for both men and women. The village
blacksmith shoed horses anc repaired farm macziner;, Bread was baked locally
and the neceasgities c¢f 1ife ccull be bought in the village shops. With

mechanisation, however, cams change, Young people were forced to seek laore. Gagon (W
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erployment in near-by towns., Buses an. s took people to market so the oM %ags

local shops closed, the last bein_ the Post Office in

In 1954 the Duke of Bedford sold his Chenies estate in order to pay
death duties,bringing to a close the Russell fanily's lon. teyure of the
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estate. However, the split between Woburn : Chenies is not complete, the
femily still show an interest in the affalrs of the village and it is
still in the Bedford Chapel in Chenieg village Church that the Dukes are
laid to rest among their ancestors. [fany are the tales still told in the
village of ihe kindness of merbers of the Russell famrily.
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""" Outwardly Chenies has altered litile since it became a molel village

in the days of the 9th. Dukey a pleasant place to visit, to walk in the lovely
Chiltern countryside, or to visit the church or ancient lMenor hcuse of ro:.7

Tudor brick topred with superb chimney stacks and set in beeutilful gardens.
Nowowned—by Tt.Cel.—& 'rs. Mebleud-Hessh Maclecd-llatthews,; the lanor-is

open_teo—thepublicon Wednesday & Thursday afternoons durins the wumer,
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