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The little vii'la,;e of Cher'ies' lies o:r a hil:sice orerloo}ing the beautiful

vairey of ti:e rj-ver chess. 
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rts hir;to-';r is a 1on.; "i-'L;\iA" 
nane elienre$ is thou-s,ht to <ierive fro* ;- t:.)..* ",1

Cheney; a. fairil;i ci -l;iLat nil;'e lrere loni; tlie lorcs of the Lianor' ft" ,{, '1 ;1t"-t"

7n l526Jot'-r :?.ussel';-;iarriec the heiress to 'che Chenev'estate and becam" 
* - L'urt'rcL

the viilage's most notable perscnality' ths Qi;ner cf a s:rafI iorset estate

a:-^ z gifted linruist ile l:;'ti ti:e gc:rci jorture tc be presenteti to Iienry Vll'

;::: :a:Le hin a ge':tie:an usher - the first step to an earltiorn an* the great

ord fortune. Un.e: ilenry tr'LlL John Russell bec'an;c Lorci lii;h Aciniral of

and and he was Lo:d. Privy SeaI during the reigns of both Eciward VI and

Qrreen LIazXr. ft
ceu*Lerr'sr ul '
Eish.ed- +a: ; in the stornY d.aYs of the
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ioh:: fussell loveo the viilage' iie e:ta'rgei ti:e lailor 5e lirat he cculii

e:te:taln le:r}' Y111 and he expiessei ti:e r:sc :o ce bu:ied in tb'e village

cl-ch. =is r:c.o; a:'range'j tl-s ai-c' bu:1t t'ce 0L':1e1 ir' vi'ic: all tne

fsubseque::t Saris anrl' ]uices have been bu:ie'i up to ::e;:eselt tire'

At ti:e sa:ie tine that ti:e IE€ncr vas eniargea ti-e viiIage also ;rev ::ri

beca:e coisic:e:abi;" bi'g3er tiLa:i rt:s to'ie;" thoug'h tj'ere ale *{i'1 severoi

ti;".ber-fra:rei. cotta,3es d.atln3 froir ;i:is pe::oC'

A later and cttite tiiffe:elrt i:e:scndit"'."rb'ose :e"cl" :s st-11 treasr::eC

in the viilage nas the Rev' I'oru'TIri:tilE'BiE9i'" irouln.e: sr:-- ci ;:'e 6z:' Duke

of Bedford. ile ca'le tc bc Ilector of Chenies in 1829' uie:- he i;as 25 Teats

oIcI and sta;'ed. r+ntiI iris cieati: in itl85' Althcu;i-. offereo hj--c o:'fice in the

Church he refused to leave his; vr*'Lage fi-ock' In th: tic-;: b':fc:'e ti'e sci:ool

was built he taughb ti'e villa'ge chilclre:: to reacl ancl '=irite in Lie P'ecto:';- kitchen

anr-:. it is recorde<I that he refus'ed' to have a ncw'cariet in tr:.-s studyas tbe

me:i morifd not iike to wafl; on i; in their boots' [']re affr:ctio:t in rt'rl1ch he was

he-]-ci is attestcd by thr+ loveiy illuninated add'ress' witr i'br': charti'in3 watercolou:r:

sccnes, whicl: stii'l- hrn;s in tl:e cbur"ch' Ti-is addr"nu.:": p'r'esel:'btci to the

P.ector by the vii.la;;eis to r:rark' his 50 anniversary a1s their priest' 0n each

of tiie doners- said b incfurl'e
side cf tiie adCress t:t"';- be seen the siSnabuies

the r&oie viilage. It is interestin''; :i:at sone of l;liese nai;'es are still to be

tho: cu:':ouncLin; area'

'"*'ri'llrulrfJ';'-;r";Jlr=;:TJ# ;;' the schoor v;as cuilt' rnlar6ed

ard moderrcised i; is stjLl in use today' It ras at t}:is tirne too' tiiat the

Duke undertook the mc'ie::n"isatj on of tLe hcusinJ' manf ,;f 
the olii- 

Xtt:ffit-
cottages we:'e re;Iacecl uith th': brick-bui':'-i l:o"i3es, (att*"^* '
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which are.s-Lill a feature r;f the vil1.age anil, brou;ht up to date, are considered

desirab: e homes.

Life in ui.. ,riilage nust have continueri w.iti ut.;le cffirr,,E_rtffi,?p{$att7 *
decades. the rne:r rorked. on the estate fan:s an'j wooJlanti.s. Corn vas g:o-ur,ri

i-;tY,;-*t+i; f;,. 
*,,"Hlli"::',".t;:''i;* 4f';"# *a ter ne ar the che ss . rhe

larger [,"sgr:{r ir: t.ircr arerr proviried iuork for bot]:. nen anii ?onen. T?re vil}a;e
b-acksrrrith sl.oecl hoz'ses anr.. re;airod fa:'t:t t:acl:.ine:,'-;. 3reau. 'iras baked 1oca1Iy

anri the necesl:iiies cf I.-fe c:u-.i. be bcught in the riilage shois. i?itli
necir.arisa.'l;: on, i:o',:'evr:r, ca::e change. Toung peolle v;ere for:ceri to gegl'; L'r,,l,,* q'iar uro \"

s"*1- " . t-t:-tsJ
ennp).o;,:nent in near-b;.' to',',ls. Buses ;rr:,. cars toclt peoplc tc a€dret so the t',-(r(1x -f=

locaL sl:ops cJ.os,ei, tire La.st beir5 the Post Offlce in
In 1954 the Drrie cf Sedford. so1(i his Chenies estate in orCer to 1a-y

deatir dutles,brin3in3 to a close the lussell tar,1];.'$fil+.t?:rf" of the
ifs (L::rv ii\

estate. Ilo'+,'ever, the si:I:t betvreen ,Toburn,..& Che:'.jes is not corirplete, i,he

fa.mily sti1l sliolr an interest in the affairs of iire viliar.{,e and it is
stil1 in tiie Bed.ford Chapel in Chenies village Churcb tnat the iukes are

laiC to rest anong their ancestors. I-an;r are the taies stili tol.i. in tiie

vi.11age of ii-e llininess of rcei,.bers o:i the Russehf fer;:iIy.
| Ouhvartll;,'Chenies 1ras altered 1itile since it beca;:e a':ro,ie.L','rllae;e

in ti:e d.ays of tiie 9th. Ihrkel a pleasant place to rrisit, to walk in the 1ove1y

Chil.tern countrysiCe, or to visit the church or ancient l,Iano:'hcuse cf :'o'.;r

I\rdor brick topped. with superb chianey stacks anr set in beautifirl 5e:co:is.
lfor"emned*bf-ffiesl.-&=l"rs. $.e€*€rili-kb+h I'laeleod-JJatthews; the i,anor is
o faEwstay=a$+,ernea+li;4+=in;' tj:e 'u:rler.
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